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FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 

S. W. Cor. South and Water Sts. 

INCORPOIiATEU 1807. 

WM. C. PENNINGTON. President. M. K. BURCH, Secretary. 



-A.aao"cr2srr.A.3srT- 

Y/M^ F.ROGERS, 

323 iV. CHARLES STREET. 

Intricate or Erroneous Accounts examined and stated correctly. First- 
class ability and absolute intej^ity brougrht to bear upon all questions of 
accounts submitted to him. Refers to the Baltimore American and leading 
Lasers and Merchants of the city. 

fJENRY W. ROGERS & CO., 

REAL ESTATE AND LOAN AGENCY, 

Gopfurtnershfp and Business Knsrt^ements Neffotiated* 

808 N. CHARLES STREET, BALTIMORE 



Six Per Cent- First Mortgages 

ON IMPROVED PROPERTIES 

— IN — 

KANSAS CITY, OMAHA, ST. PAUL, 

MINNEAPOLIS, BIRMINGHAM, 

CHATTANOOGA AND KNOXVILLE. 

GUARANTEED PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST 

BY THE 

LOMBARD INVESTMENT COMPANY. 

GUARANTEE FUND $3,000,000.00. 



FOR SALE BY 



WNI. WINCHESTBR, 

306 SECOND STREET, BALTIMORE. 



NORDDEUTSCHER LlOYD S. S. Co. 



NEW YORK TO BREMEN, 

VIA SOUTHAMPTON. 



Stkamships.— LAHN, ALLER. TRAVE, SAALE, ELBE, 
WERRA, FULDA, EIDER, EMS. 



Sailings. — Every Wednesday and Saturday. Cabin passage to 
Bremen, London or Havre, $80, Jico, $125 per adult, according to 
location of Berth. 



BALTIMORE TO BREMEN, 

DIRECT. 



Steamships.— DRESDEN, MUNCHEN, KARLSRUHE, RHEIN, 
STUTTGART, MAIN, DONAU, AMERICA. 

Sailings. — Every Wednesday. Cabin passage to Bremen, $50. 
Round trip $100 and upwards. 

For particulars apply to 
A. SCHUBIACH6R & CO., General Asento, 5 Soufli Gay Street, Baltimore, Hd. 



J. SOUTHGATE YEATON. ROBERT TAYLOR, JB. 

YEATON & CO. 

OO.AL ^ND ^\rOOD, 

MAIN OFFICE, n SARATOGA ST., 

Wharf, Foot of Henry Street, 



MUTUAL BENEFIT 

-^LiFE Insurance Company** 

ORGANIZED 1845- 

AMZI DODD, - - - President. 
ASSETS, $45,000,000. 



TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS (No. 11 28.) 

AGENTS FOR NEWBURGH ORREL LUMP, 



HENRY P. GODDARD, Agent, 

For Maryland, District of Columbia and West Virginia, 
No. a S. HoUiday Street, BALTIMORE, MD. 
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This Compun^r ti now pieparcd to tfiuisACi bnalncM under lU 
cbartor, as follavd: 

lit. To accept and execute tfUids by wlil or othefwi*r, 

^d^ To act aa executor or admini^^tniUiT. 

5d. To act by order of Cotirt an receWer, assignef * administnitoT, 
guaidlsiii of eniiior*, or comnuUee uf a biijitic. 

4lh» Td act aH irQ^ite under mortgage for railroads and other cor- 
pojatVoEiK^ 

*,tk. To become the kg»l depository for fxeciUord, trumee*, re- 
ceivcr^t etc, and of nioficy in Jiuit by order ol court. 

Gttu it will *Uo uHcicriake \Ut cure of pfoperfy and coltectjon of 
mcotne of lad^e* itnd other*. 

7ttu Hafct for the »afe -keeping of tiecuritie^^etc., from f lolo ^150* 
Storage for TaluabEeit of all kinds, m trunks, boxet and packages, for 
an^ feiiglh ot time on modciatc terin^. Boxe& for deeds and pApefS, 
^^50 to ^5.00 per annum. 

i (> \i \* A N \ ' s N I A SA FE DEPOSIT HO ILU ING, 

N, B* co(r« Calvert and German Sis. 



ALEX. Brown & Sons, 

!EtiTABLISUi:i> isti; 
1:«RSI:R BALTIMORE AXD CALVEBT STREETS. 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

BROWN BROTHERS & CO. 

NEW YORK. PHILADELPHIA AND BOSTON. 



Foreign & Domestic Bankers, 

AND MEMBERS Or TRE 

E, ^m YmtK .i:cD rniUDRimrA stock ncn^Kois. 

iTr.-^.. . ..c between Baltimore, HoKlon, Philadciphia it Mew Vgrk») 



tfitereit allowed ^n Deposita of Batika, Bankers, Corporationa 
and Individualift (by agreement). 



ItAIUBOAll, MDNtClfAL. AHit OTltEtt LdA^Tj; NROOTlJIf JCD. 

BOY AND SELL BILLS OF EXCHANGE 

Off GREAT imn Am AND IRfaAMD, PRANCB, CKRMANY, HOLLAND, 
BRITISH WEST INDIES AND OTHER FOREIGN tK)INTS. 



laaUQ Cotnmrrcia) and Travellcnt' Letiera of Credit In Sterling, 

available in any part of ihe world: and IN 0OLLARS, 

fof u*c in this counlry« Canada, Mexico^ ibe 

Weat Indies and Soutb Anaerioa. 



MAXK CABf^K item fKLKOIEAFIItC TltAPrgrBKA t>r SfONKY. 

DRArn; a)iXECTEIl JN AUL PAKJS of THK WfM 

BROWN, SHIPLEY & CO.. LON^uN. 



ys&ent of ywMt iK^use f«*i»^THE TfTl^i^ 



xiicb tbt 
XU YOUR; 



NOw 8A South Strert*, 

Oppofritf Second Stie^t, 
Telephone No. 1376. BA1.TIMOKK, Mf^ 

Ca^iM increased to $300 MO. 

FRAKCiS T, KtJrU, W. \V. ^fKNCE, 

John A- WitintiDoi, Thomas ?'■" x,,.^^.,*.-. *\ ,». - *^i^-... *,. 



Titles to Real Eitatt or l^*j»thold Troperty are examinctl l>y thi^ 
Company for putcU!i&er!» and nmrtga^ees, and a fKilkjr is issued 
injuring a^ip/t/Uh' Dgnin^t all tows bv reason of any defect In CitJe. 

WHICH IS SAFER FOR YOU, 

The cxsLminatimi and opinion of a ^itigf<r conveyancer without any 
guarantee, or the concmrcnt examination and opmion of se-vcr.TJ 
examiners and conned hacked by the Abnolttta^ Goar&nle* c^ 
CoTi^pany ? 

THE ONLY SAFETY 
is in aifcing the work thrQUi:h thr niachmer>' of a compajiyr fflutC 
examines in its own interest a& a lite insurance company ^a^tskfne» 
it9 applicant at the hands of i(% offu phy»ittan* 

SOME FURTHER ADVANTAOES. 

FiXICn AND RHASUNAULir CllAftai s >AVTNr, \?i TlHi 

No Charge if, on Exami s:isik is 1'; 

Ease a«u i : - or Am: r i 



Money loaned on Mongag^e. Mortgages for vale* 
* WE HOLD THKE SAFE." 



OFFICE OF 

R. EMORY WARFIELD, 

MANAGER 

BALTIMORE DEPARTMENT 

Einfjrncint' M:iryhind, Virginia ♦ North Carolina .\iu\ 

District of Columbia. 

— OK rriK — 

Royal (Fire) Insurance Co- 
ok JJVEUPODL, 
No. 15 SotriH Street, Baltimore, Md 

The Royal InHiiranca Company hait the /arr/.r/ n.*/ surphtj t*jtt:ttd 
hy nny Firt /Hiurame* C&mp4ui^ in ikt wcrld. 

Laiiseii paid ar t(^^n at tiHtrttuned^ tmiA^nit^f ujtuj* air<Phnt/i*r <>i//» 

All Claims Ahjustrd and PAir» at thu !>aPARTMgNT* 

For Che protection of ili^ policyholders \ht Royal lnjM«r^ncc Cont- 

pany baa 

A CAP/7AL 01*' TEN AffLl/ON DOLlAh'S, 
NBT SURPLUS OF OVBR TH^EL l£ MILUON I>OlLAifS, 
CASH ASSETS O^MJi TWBTr'FIV& MILlWN D0LL4ftS. 
And in addition lo I lie ^cctif ity offered In* thi?»e vast re*i<- 

of thejitockholdeisof the Royal Ins^arance Company aic in 1^^ 

nespoiieitbk lo the full ciccent of fheir fortunea for ila IbbiMtiav* 

ISf'TjctKi'irnNr, No, 91 S. 
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E are glad to learn that the acceptance by Mr. William 
Dudley Foulke, of the Preisdency of Swart hniore Col- 
lege, will not require him to abandon his valuable work in 
the cause of Civil Service Reform. 



w 



The choice of Judge H. B. Brown of Michigan for the 
vacant pjace upon the Supreme Court Bench seems to be 
eminently fitting, inasmuch as his judicial ability has been 
proved by a long course of duty well performed as a judge in 
the United States Court. His selection is an application 
of the Merit system of appointment and promotion. 



We trust that our friend, the Sun. in our next campaign 
for decent government against our local Tammany will 
keep in mind the lesson conveyed by this paragraph in its 
New York dispatches : 

Mayor Grant this morning appointed the famous ex-Alderman 
Patrick Divvcr as a police justice ($8,000 a year), to succeed Mau- 
rice J. Power, and John J. Ryan, an undertaker, of the Fourth As- 
sembly District, to succeed J. J. Gorman for the short term. The 
selections, in the face of all the Tammany protestations of desire for 
good government, are more than a surprise. The new ** judges " 
have no qualification for the. office except their records as ward spoils- 
men and leaders. They lack, it is alleged, even decent mental train- 
ing, and, in spite of it, are given seats on the bench dealing with the 
criminal issues nearest in touch to the general public, and with a 
salary as good as that of a member of the Cabinet. The placing of 
such men in so important an office is the ?est possible example of 
the results desired and expected by the men who are put forward as 
the representatives of a so-called New York Democracy inimical to 
what they style the ** Cleveland idea '* of politics. Of course the de- 
cent Democrats in Tammany Hall repudiate such an abnse of the in- 
fluence of the organization, but it is the natural outcome of the sys- 
tem that sees nothing in any kind of politics but the chance to sat- 
isfy personal greed and gain, no matter at what cost to decency and 
principle. 

The Mayor has got to make two appointments to succeed Police 
Justices Murray and Smith, whose terms have expired, and there are 
various conjectures as to the reason for his continued delay in filling 
their places. In all probability they will be used to help out a Re- 
publican district alliance of the kind Tammany always finds it so 
handy to keep a supply *' to order or ready made," like the cheap 
tailors. 



The decision of the Circuit Court makes clear that the 
gross neglect of Comptroller Baughman and Governor Jack- 
son, is not to cause the State a total loss of the funds embez- 
zled by Archer. No other important question was involved 
in the able argument made by the acute and forcible coun- 
sel for the bondsmen: for as Mr. Gans put it, '* It is the 
grossest kind of official neglect that has made this discus- 
sion possible;" or as Mr. Carter put it, **The people must 
answer for it, as it was their fault, through their representa- 
tives the Governor and the Legislature." 



It is worth while to ponder over these facts, now that the very 
same Gorman ring, which made Archer, Treasurer, Baugh- 
man, Comptroller, and Jackson, Governor, and thus brought 
shame on the State, is again preparing to renew its hold 
upon the government by electing its tools to the Legisla- 
ture, the State's Attorneyship in Baltimore, and the Gover- 
norship. 



The Park Board and the Water Board of Baltimore 
have been singularly free from injurious suspicions about 
their management of the public funds; and it is to be regretted 
that the Fiie Board has not been equally fortunate. The 
scandals connected with the purchase of hose some years 
ago, which led to the prosecution of certain members of 
the Fire Board of that day, are now recalled to mind b^ the 
very singular circumstances attending the recent award of 
the contract for insuring the firemen against accident. This 
contract was awarded to a company which bid nearly $600 
more than the lowest responsible bidder, and for which, 
very unfortunately for public confidence in the Board, the 
Mayor's father was an agent. The Mayor, was not pre- 
sent, we believe when, the vote was taken, but unfortu- 
nately, again, this vote was taken in secret session. When 
the lower bidders vigorously protested against the unfair- 
ness of the award, the Mayor promptly called the Board 
together and asked them to reconsider their action. This 
they did, but again in secret session. No harm could pos- 
sibly come from holding their meetings with open doors; 
and the Fire Board would invite, as the other boards would 
increase, public confidence, by transacting all the public 
business in such a way that the people could always know 
just what was done, and who did it. 



A NUMBER of practical men have sent to Mayor Davidson 
the following proposition : 

" We offer and agree to clean the streets of Baltimore City now 
open and used and perform all the duties of the street cleaning de- 
partment in a manner much more effective than heretofore, and with 
far less public inconvenience, for the sum of $175,000 per annum, for 
five years, this sum being more than $100,000 less than it cost the 
taxpayers of Baltimore City in 1889. It is provided that we are to 
be allowed all the refuse matter cqllected from the said streets. And 
we also offer a satisfactory bond in such sum as your Honor may 
think necessary to secure the proper performance of the work." 

If the contract for cleaning the streets is given to these 
men, their first step will be to change the street -cleaning 
force from a political to an industrial machine. This 
will involve, they say, no hardship to their employees, 
further than that they will be compelled to work and not to 
loaf. The garbage carts, which are now divided around as 
spoils by the small politicians, are also included in this pro- 
posal, and if it be accepted we shall not hear any more of 
the ballot-box stuffers and ward toughs getting <*on the 
garbage," as the expressive slang has it. Mr. Jim Busey, 
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too, the hero of the thirty-five arrests when last counted, 
will need a new occupation, as he will hardly be retained as 
superintendent by a business-like administration. This fact 
will doubtless have much to do with the rejection of the 
scheme, the proposing of which is a defiance of the politi- 
cians by the Taxpayers' Association. Just now the politi- 
cians are the stronger body ; but if the taxpayers will hold 
together they are bound to win. 



in order that his great influence among the Indians might 
be used to keep the peace, but this request was refused, and 
the worthless agent precipitated the present crisis by aban- 
doning his post. 



The mismanagement of the Baltimore Post -Office has, at 
last called down the wrath of the long-sufferring Mr. Wana- 
maker; and he has recently sent two of his subordinates to 
find out why a large and complicated business organization 
gets out of order, {jnirabile dictu) under the supervision of 
<< Jim " Caulk and '* Bill " Johnson. «« Jim '' himself, if 
rumor be true, has incurred condemnation, and all his 
valuable service in making deals between Rasin and the 
<«Rasin Republicans," have not sufficed to prevent the post- 
office experts recommending his removal as a disorganizing 
and demoralizing influence; and further recommending the 
promotion of Mr. Adams to his place; but Jim's ««puU" 
overcomes consideration for the good of the service, and he 
remains to disorganize still more completely, while poor 
Adams has his salary reduced. This reduction is explained 
as a step towards economy, which has heretofore been sadly 
absent; Bill having made his post-office proportionately the 
most expensive of its class in the country. 

Fifteen more clerks are employed, it seems, than there 
should be; and the carrier force has been very greatly in- 
creased; but in spite of this enlargement of force and 
increase of expenses, the efficiency of the office has declined, 
and complaints of missing letters grow more frequent. We 
heard of one accidentally the other day: of a letter mailed 
at Cannonsburg, Pa., the postmarks on which showed that it 
started for and reached this city promptly, and which, 
although plainly directed, was a whole month in delivery. 
In addition, and of course, in explanation of this ineffi- 
ciency, it is stated that the removals of the force left in by 
Postmaster Brown have been very numerous; as many, it 
appears, as one hundred and thirty among the carriers alone. 
Outside of the classified service there has been a clean 
sweep. 



Mr. Herbert Welsh's opinion of the cause of the Indian 
troubles is based upon years of travel in the Indian country, 
and a wide and accurate knowledge of the Indians and their 
white neighbors, and when we received news of the frightful 
Indian massacre in Dakota, we applied to him for an article 
explaining the situation of affairs. He has sent us a copy of 
a letter to the Philadelphia Press, in which he throws the 
whole blame for the existence of the present crisis upon those 
who have made spoils of the Indian service. At Pine Ridge 
this began under the administration of Mr. Cleveland with 
the removal of Dr. McGillycuddy, <<a very able, experi- 
enced and courageous man." Gen. Harrison put in charge 
of the same agency a useful drummer-up of votes at a county 
convention, and a man of such evil reputation that his ap- 
pointment shocked the people of Dakota. When trouble 
began among the Indians this political hack broke down 
under the responsibility, and Mr. Welsh begged the President 
to send Dr. McGillycuddy to the scene as a special agent, 



A VERY interesting proof that the merit system excludes 
political favoritism from the appointments to the depart- 
ments in Washington is furnished by the success of white 
Democrats from the South in getting places in the last five 
months. We referred to this subject in our last issue, but 
we had not then the details which- we now present. We 
learn from an examination of the eligible lists in the office 
of the commission that since August last, when examinations 
were held in Louisiana, Alabama, and South Carolina, 
more persons have been appointed to departmental places 
from those States than in all the seven years previous ; and 
further inquiry satisfies us, on authority such as the Wash- 
ington correspondent of the New Orleans Picayune, that the 
great majority of these appointees are white Democrats. 
This information is, of course, confirmatory of the presump- 
tion arising from the fact that the great majority of persons 
having intelligence enough to pass an exammation of any 
kind and living in the States named, are Democrats. 
Among the Louisiana eligibles, Alfred J, Lopez- stood first, 
with a mark of 88, obtained at an examination held in New 
Orleans, August 4th last. In the same month he was ap- 
pointed to a clerkship paying $1000 per annum, as was also 
the second man on the list; and of the thirty-four standing 
highest, thirty have since got places. Of the twenty-seven 
highest on the Alabama register, twenty-six got places ; of 
the thirty-three from Texas, thirty. These positions pay 
from eight hundred to one thousand dollars ; and Commis- 
sioner Thoijipson says that the appointees from South Caro- 
lina, most of whom are probably Democrats, draw an aggre- 
gate sum in salaries larger by J 10,000 than the pay of the 
governor and the seven State officers of South Carolina. 

That Democrats should get such appointments as those 
from the Harrison administration would, of course, be impos- 
sible under the spoils system ; and those Southern papers 
that persistantly misrepresent the working of the reform law 
should consider that fact. 

How the merit system excludes incompetents is shown in 
an amusing way by the following verbatim et literatim copy 
of a letter recently sent to Mr. Roosevelt. The writer made 
a mark of less than 60 in his examination, as might be sup- 
posed from this specimen of his spelling and composition ; 
and his sucessful rival made 77. 



City, Mo., 

Dec. 22,, 90 
Hon. Th kg do re Kg os volt 
Civil Sirvice Com. 
IVashington D. C. 
Dear Sir : 

I have been waiting very patiently for 18 months since I reed your 
letter for you to find some good position or clerkship for me. 

Three months ago of City a redei Democrat got a 

clerkship in the war Department. How is it that my application is 
utterly ignored and he gets a place ? / bared my breast to rebel bul- 
lets in the Nations darkest hour, and now illhealth superinduced by 
La grippe lasts winter unfits me for manual labor. Cant you sur- 
prised me by giving for Christmars present some good position ? 
Please help me and thereby aid a needy G. A. R. man. 

Vrs. 



January, iSgr.] 
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Under the spoils system the needy G. A. R. man's pull 
was generally sufficient to give him a clerkship, whether he 
could spell or not. It is not so now. 

Here is another man with a pull which is of no avail. 



II 28 To the Hon 
Therdor Rosvclt United States Civil Service Conimissenner i Write 
to You in Regard a Civil Service Examination i Do not Concider 
that i got Justes in the Last Examination and i Ask an investagation 
By You in Regard to it i tock a examination 1888 And Writing Stod 
85 Percent Werwith in this Examination i Only Receve 55 Percent 
and Ser i Receve nothing What Ever as You Will See for Copying 
and also for Orthography i Receve Only 10 Wich i Concider is un- 
just in Regard to My taking a Civil Service Examination i have Ben 
a Republican for 20 Years i Did not Ask a Examination a Lon for a 
Appointment as i Have Gratmeny Frends that would Have Gon on 
My Papers for a Appointment as inspector and i think it is unJUstto 
them as Well as to me i her in Close the Notice and if You Can Do 
Anything i Hop You Will 

Yours Respectfuley 

The next letter is from a man who was too happy to take 
the examinations, and who thought politeness required him to 
explain his absence. For the sake of his ** kupple ov tuins," 
we trust he may not be a candidate in any contest where 
spelling wiU count. 



oCtober 6, 1890. 
To the comischer of 
Sivel Sirves 
My Dear Brother. I am very sory that I could not Meet you on the 
day you said but gentlemen, i am glad of the cause that Kept me 
way. let me tell you Mrcomischer, i hav Bin mard 5 years,*an tel 
The Other Day, me an my Wife hav bin the onley mbers en ow 
Famle. well Sir on the Da before youre Exammenashun, My Wife 
Had a kupple ov tuins gest Think of it MrComischer, and of corse i 
couddent go off and leve Her an them. 

i Just stade home an we had a sellabration-an I Invited all my 
frends to diner i wish you had bin thare. i Hope I can be thare next 
time Mr. Comischer 

Very trly yores 



Mr. Wanamaker's annual report, which we. have re- 
ceived, with his compliments, contains an expression of his 
hopes that the civil service examinations, especially those 
for the railway mail service, be improved in the way of 
greater severity. He says: *< It is estimated * * * that 
the proportion of railway mail eligibles who fail to fill the 
requirements of that exacting employment is a quarter or a 
third of all those examined." Parenthetically we may as 
well explain that as it stands this is utterly unintelligible, 
quite as much so as if he should say «< the number of ugly 
salesmen in my shop in Philadelphia is one-third of the good 
women of Boston.'* 

In a letter to the President, the Commisssoners politely 
suggest tlieir inability to make head or tail of this sentence, 
and then alter it so as to make it read '<of these railway 
mail clerks appointed from our lists a quarter or a third fail 
to fulfill the requirements of the railway mail service." In 
reply the Commission says : 

** Assuming this to be the meaning (and otherwise the Commission 
is totally unable to understand the sentence at all), the Commission 
begs to state that the records show that of the 1,525 eligibles ap- 
pointed in the railway mail service from our examinations up to June 
30, 1890, about 145 have resigned or been removed. (These figures 
are substantially correct ; as to removals and resignations, they arc 



based on reports made to the Commission by the general superin- 
tendent of the railway mail service.) There were but thirty-one re- 
movals, and doubtless many, if not most of those who resigned, did 
so of their own free will, and should not by rights be included at all 
in these figures. In other words, instead of one-third, only one- 
eleventh have been separated from the service. The others (over 90 
per cent, of the whole number) are still in, and the Commission has 
assumed, not unnaturally, that they would not be retained if they 
did not give satisfaction, inasmuch as the Commission stands ready 
at any time to fill the places of any dismissed, and inasmuch as it is 
a cardinal doctrine of the Commission that any government employe 
should be promptly dismissed if he fails to do satisfactory work.*' 

Can it be that pious John is one of those who agree with 
the General in the opera that 

" A fiction in elegant diction 

Is not to be placed in the same category 
With a regular terrible, terrible story." 

As to the criticism upon the examinations, after quoting 
the following sentence from the Report : 

'* It is not truth, and it will not stand the test of time, to reiterate 
over and over again that the railway mail service, which had been 
made the most effective body of civil servants in the United States 
under an old-established merit system of its own, was basely pros- 
tituted to partisan ends, when this administration of the Postoffice 
Department was busying itself with putting back these trusty and 
tried men in the places of persons whose room was more valuable 
than their bungling assistance and with waiting for the tardy certifi- 
cation of eligibles," 

the Commissioners reply, that notwithstanding repeated 
requests on their part for suggestions as to changes in the 
examinations, they 

**have never received a hint from the department officials that the 
examinations were not proper, and they take it for granted that the 
Postmaster-General would not thus publicly comment upon the short- 
comings of the examinations unless he had some definite proposition 
to make looking to their improvement. As a matter of fact, the sys- 
tem of examination and tests applied after appointment under which 
the Postmaster-General says the railway mail service had become 
the most effective body of civil servants in the United States has 
been preserved intact, without an iota of change under the civil ser- 
vice rules, and, in addition, an entrance test has been prescribed in 
the form of an open, competitive examination, which takes the place 
of the practice in vogue before the civil service rules were applied 
to this service of allowing members of Congress and others to nomi- 
nate to the department the persons to be appointed. '^ 

The Commissioners also score a point for the merit sys- 
tem. After quoting that passage in which Mr. Wanaraaker 
says of the removals he made of men appointed under the 
Cleveland regime^ ** their room was more valuable than 
their bungling assistance," the letter continues: 

'*This sentence refers to the changes made immediately after the 
present administration took office between March 4 and May i, 1889, 
the latter being the date on which the railway mail service was clas- 
sified. According to the only authorities accessible to the Commis- 
sion, there were some 1,500 removals or over during these eight 
weeks, at least a third, and perhaps a half, of the employes appointed 
during the preceding four years being removed at this time. All of 
those employes had been appointed under the patronage system. 
The Postmaster-General speaks of their removal as being due to the 
fact that their room was more valuable than their bungling assist- 
ance. It is clear, then, from the Postmaster-General's own state- 
ment, that under the patronage system of making appointments a 
very large proportion — probably one-half — of those appointed are of 
such poor quality that eveD after several years' service they do their 
work in a manner so bungling as to render their presence in the de- 
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partmcnt a drawback, not an advantage. Comparing this with the Another Striking feature of- the story is that *< when the 

results achieved during the last year and a-half under the system i Thomas was first sent for she was on duty in the Choptank 

of open, competitive examinations, the enormous superiority of the ^j^^^ ^^^ telegram to Captain Howard did not state what 

latter IS observable at a- glance from the Fostmaster-Generals own " ,/-,, i-^.- 111 

report. Of course, no system works ideally well. The present or ^he steamer was wanted for, and he replied askmg that he be 

merit system must be compared with the old patronage system which . allowed to remain where he was, as dredgers were threaten- 

it has supplanted. Nobody could point out more forcibly than the ing to invade the forbidden waters. His request was granted, 

Postmaster-General has done in the sentence above quoted the bad \^^^ ^he Thomas was subsequently brought into service dur- 

character of the appointments usually made under the patronage sys- j^^ ^^^ temporary absence of Captain Howard and while in 



command of Mate Smith. 



tcm. Our records show that but a small fraction of those appointed 
under the merit system has been dismissed. It is, therefore, ob- 
vious that under the new system a much more satisfactory set of ap- • We have to do at i)resent only with the most serious aspect 
pointees is supplied than under the old." of the matter. 

If Seth's performance is not a clear and flagrant violation 



A SCANDAL IX THE OYSTER NAVY. 



of his duties as a public officer, it must be indeed that public 
office is not a public trust. It is a gratuitous loan by a trus- 

nPHE recent revelation that two steamers of the Maryland , '^'^ ^^ P""'^ ^^^^^^ P'^'P^'^y '° * P"^**^ corporation. 

I State Fishery Force, better known as the Oyster Police I' *"' furthermore, a loan to a corporation in which the 

,.,,-,.,., 1 o .1 • J 1. 1 trustee himself is largely interested, and of which he is the 

I'leet, of which General Seth is commander, have been em- ° ^ 

, J ^ , , J • 1 .u « 1.- o president. It is, to the extent of his interest m the corpor- 

ployed as transports on repeated occasions by the Baltimore 6: ^ i,,.,^,.,^ r 

T, , 01- ^^ \ ji r- r u- 1 /- 1 o .u • ation, a loan by himself to himself, a misuse of trust prop- 

Eastern Shore Railroad Companv, of which General Seth is , . . ^ , , ., ; 

.,,.„,, , ' ., ... c • .V erty. '1 he interposition of a corporation does not hide the 

president, illustrates anew how spoils politics confuses in the -^ , /^ , ^ ^ , . 

. , ^ , , . J ., .11. J- .• .■ real character of the transaction. In the forum of morals it 

mmd of the long-practiced spoilsman the sharp distinction , , ^ , ^ , 

, ^ »» J ^ >. J 1 , is as clear a breach of trust as Archer s use of the State s 

between ^^ meum and ^^tuum and renders easy and 

, , ,, , -' r ,, ^ ,. ,, T. securities, or Quay's << borrowing from the Pennsylvania 

agreeable the transition from '^ suum to '' aiunum. It .,, ^ 1,1 , 

, r u u ^ * 11 *.u .' c ui- treasury while he was treasurer. Even had there been an 

serves to show afresh how totally the conception of a public ^ 

a: ^^,, 4, V. u i*r ju intention of paying for the use of the vessels, which is not 

office as a public trust has been lost from view and how sen- r .7 & 

, • n .1. . • u 1^ 4.1- * 1 1 n: • ' even hinted, the transaction would still have been utterly 

ously, or cynically, the notion is held that public office is a ' ^ 

. , * •. »» •. • .• <. 1 illegal. Our Statute law does not allow the commander to 

<< special opportunity, or, as it is sometimes more tersely ° 

J . ^ T. 'r *u 1 * ' r- . rent out the vessels to anybody, and the law, as well as pub- 

expressed, a *' private snap, lo the last expression Gen- ' j j^ » r 

eral Seth, who is a more than ordinarily cultured politician | •'^ P^''^^^' undoubtedly prevents his renting to himself. 

J *i «: u 1^ ^^ I ui * 1 Of course Governor Jackson is mixed up in this wretched 

and a very versatile office-holder, would probably take ex- '' ^ 

,. , . , ^ ^ , . r affair. There seems to be no scrape too small to contain 

ception as being a slangy, not to say vulgar, expression of , ^ 

, . . J *t. r n *. J- * r \^' "im. It was he who ordered the McLane to report -to the 

his views, and therefore we will not predicate of him any • i, a • 

supposition of less dignity and nobility than that he consid- ' ^ P / 

in * * u- u ^ * « .«. I ^ * ^ As he is a director in the company such action was mani- 

ers office as an opportunity which must not be wasted. ' ^ 

r,,, .. ^1. 1 *• • ^ *u • r *u festly offensive to decency and good morals. The governor 

These startling revelations concerning the misuser of the ^ j & s 

c^^,, *irj- *iu-i. jl niust have heard that a man <* cannot serve two masters," 

State s steamers are to be found in an article which appeared 

in the Baltimore American of December 25th according to j """^ ""^^^ '° ^"""^ *'' ^"°"g*^ '° '^^ *^^' '^'^ '"*^''" ^^^ 

which General Seth admitted all the material facts which '"'^''°" ^° ^"""P^'^' ^^^'"' "^^" '^ ^^ '*^j^'=^^ '^^ ^''''^'^^ 
,..,,. I precept about the imi)ossibility of serving both **God and 

were charged against mm. , r r i j & 

T» • ii * * j *u *!.*.* ^ 1 r .1 1 i mammon as being irrelevant to human conduct. 

Briefly stated, they are that a transport vessel of the rail- ' ° 

J , 1- ui 1 *u * u 1 £11 J 1 I Perhaps we do the governor an injustice in ascribing to 

road company became disabled ; that her place was filled by ' *^ ® ■' ° 

^v , 1.* T r*u c^ * /^ . T?i * u- 1. J ■ him an elementary knowledge of ethical principles. It may 

the steamer McLane, of the State Oyster Fleet, which made i, , , .^,.,,^, / .1, 

^, , T-i 1 *i. J . TA be that he classifies this branch of knowledge along with the 

two trips across the bay on December 5th, and two on De- 1 , & & 

u ^.1- .1- X r. J .u J r ij 1 laws and the constitution of his State, the gubernatorial 

cember6th; that afterwards the company secured from Bal- , . ^ ,, ^ , 'a 

^, ^ .>,,. u- u I. 11- J . ' duties and all the rest of that wide and varied learning which 

timore the steamer Olive, which, however, was obliged to 1 , . , ^ 

^ „ ,^. T-. u ^u X u 1- M^c claims not to possess. In this particular the Governor 

return to Baltimore on December 13th to renew her license, . ,. ^ 

.,.,, ^, ,, .ur^ ^s disposed, like some other modern statesmen to ** claim 

and during her absence another oyster steamer, the Cover- I ;,• ». 

nor Thomas, was used by the railroad company to transport | , °* 

,. ^ ,. ,, , There is an indulgent disposition on the part of the public 

its passengers, making two trips across the bay. 1 ^ . , , ^ 

T, . , , n .. .• . .1. . • . to concede a very considerable portion of his claim. The 

It IS not necessary to call attention to the strict provisions 1 , ^ ^ 

^,^,,.1 •*!. J r.. only question now IS one of amount, 

of our Code which requires the commanders of oyster steam- ^ .,, , 

I ^1. • u ^ J *. «. 11 *• 1 .u 1 J 1 ♦Vill the i^eople put some bounds upon the ignorance of 

ers to '< keep their boats on duty at all times, both by day 1 , . ^ 

J . V, r 1 1 o J • 1 J J M J . their Governor? Is it merely vast, or is it limitless? 

and night, so far as possible, Sunday included, and to 1 ^ ' 

*< remain on board their boats at all times unless disabled by 1 . //9/^ IN PO^^F 
sickness or excused by the commander of the force.*' Nor 

will we dwell upon the picturesque and characteristic episode : TT7HETHER the City of Baltimore should or should not 
of which we read that when the McLane was seftt for she was ! V V have a new Court-house is a question of public policy as 
lying at Annapolis, but the captain, his mate and engineer ; to which some difference of opinion may be reasonably ex- 
had all gone to Baltimore, without leave, to witness the per- | pected, even among good citizens and sensible men. Our 
formance at Ford's Opera House, so that ^* there was nobody 1 Courts have unquestionably outgrown their present quarters, 
to take her out." and there can be no doubt that by enlarging, remodelling and 
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refitting these, lio matter how judiciously and liberally, it 
will be impossible to provide for the comfort of those con- 
cerned in the administration of justice as satisfactorily as 
could be done in a new building equipped with all modern 
conveniences. Nevertheless, we are not concerned for the 
moment with this question. Granted that the city ought to 
have a new Court-house, it is by no means too soon for pub- 
lic-spirited citizens to consider how much this will cost 
them, and who will get what they will pay for it. It is an 
open secret that the Ring has now a City Council very 
nearly after its own heart. We do no injustice to Mayor 
Davidson in saying that, whatever may have been the case a 
year ago, he is no longer generally believed to combine the 
merits of Argus and Cerberus in guarding the city's inter- 
ests, and that the necessity of obtaining a renomination as a 
prelude to a re-election is not considered likely to make 
him either sterner or more vigilant. Under these circum- 
stances it is not surprising that ugly stories are afloat as to 
an impending razzia of colossal dimensions and impudence 
upon the city treasury, masked as a scheme for constructing 
a new Court-house, and whilst we have neither time nor 
space to waste on mere rumors, we deem it neither idle nor 
premature to say very plainly what any plan with this end 
in view must contain to be thought an honest measure by 
honest men. 

First of all, there must be no juggle about its constitu- 
tional authorization. A new Court-house must be paid for 
by a loan, and it will be a trick upon the taxpayers if, by 
any sort of hocus-pocus, the safeguards imposed by the Con- 
stitution upon the city's power to borrow money are nullified 
or evaded. Article XI, Section 7, requires every debt of 
the Ma'yor and City Council to be specifically and unequiv- 
ocally authorized by an Act of Assembly and an ordinance 
approved by the voters. Any device, however ingenious, 
which avoids obedience in letter and spirit to these require- 
ments of the State's organic law will be a badge of fraud. 

Secondly, before going into it, the people should know 
what the enterprise is to cost them. The ordinance must 
fix a limit which the cost of the land needed shall not ex- 
ceed, and provide expressly that if the necessary condemna- 
tions involve a greater expense, then the whole scheme shall 
be abandoned. This is no time for the city to pay fancy 
prices for real estate or to capitalize the hypothetical or 
future profits of speculative investments. Of course we are 
perfectly well aware that any one whose property is taken 
for the improvement or whose business is broken up by such 
taking has a claim, not only in law but in conscience and 
honesty, to be fully and even liberally compensated. Noth- 
ing is further from our purpose than to suggest or extenuate 
any attempt on the city's part to escape paying these per- 
sons every cent which they can justly ask. But we demand 
on behalf of all the cestuis que trust, whose interests are 
committed to the care of our city corporation, that if ground 
for a new Court-house cannot be obtained at a cost deemed 
reasonable by the City Council, then no new Court-house 
shall be built, and that the Council shall say what it con- 
siders a reasonable cost in the very ordinance which the 
voters shall afterwards approve or reject. Whatever we do, 
let us act with our eyes open. To slide imperceptibly into 
an extravagant expense is of all courses the least business- 
like. 



Finally, and most important of all, let there be no room 
for plausible charges of favoritism, or any other form of job- 
bery about the work itself. It will be a disgrace to the city 
if almost the highest bidder shall happen to get each con- 
tract, and if a near relative of some prominent otificial or 
political magnate shall happen to be closely connected with 
that bidder. That the integrity of the influential person 
should escape challenge is not enough; a scandal of this 
sort is disgusting anyhow, and it will be intolerable to run 
the risk that a hall of justice should for all time bring to 
the minds of thinking men prosperous scoundrelism and a 
shameful breach of trust. It is easy enough to prevent 
this if the wish to prevent it is real. Let the construc- 
tion be supervised by a non-partisan commission, meaning 
by this, not a board containing two or three << Rasin Repub- 
licans," but one of which every member, whatever his party, 
can be trusted to do his duty without regard to politics in 
matters with which politics have no concern. Let this com- 
mi.ssion, in short, be composed neither of figure-heads nor 
of «* workers," but of such reputable business men as any 
prudent citizen would intrust with their duties had he to 
pay the bill out of his own pocket, and then let each branch 
of the work be awarded by a fair and open competition, and 
on strictly business principles. Such management will be 
thought clean and provident, because it will deserve to be 
thought so. 

. It may be that all the gentlemen who wish a new Court- 
house built are actuated (as we know that many are) solely 
by an unselfish regard for what they think the public good. 
It may be a mere coincidence that nearly every notorious 
lobbyist or political intriguer in the city takes a profound 
interest in the project, but no harm can, and mucTi good 
may perhaps be done if the public see to it that, if we are to 
have a new Court-house, it shall be honestly authorized and 
honestly built. We have now a State Treasurer in the peni- 
tentiary ; that is dishonor enough at least for a decade. 



CORRESPONDENCR. 

A JUDICIOUS READER. 

MiDDLETON, Conn., November 12, 1890. 
To the Editor of the Civil-Service Reformer. 

Dear Sir : — I enclose one dollar for the Civil-Ser^ice Reformer 
beginning with the December number. A friend has sent me the 
paper for a year past, and I feel that its work is so valuable, that 
all lovers of their country, should at least give one subscription. 
Yours very truly, 

W. Allen Johnson. 



FIFTH REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMIT- 
TEE OF THE NATIONAL CIVIL SER- 
VICE REFORM LEAGUE, 

Political Changes in Presidential Post-offices. 

To the Executive Committee of the 

National Civil Service Reform League : 

Your special committee appointed to inquire into the con- 
dition of the federal service and the operation of the reform 
la"\v would respectfully report as follows in regard to the 
political character of the changes made in presidential post- 
offices : 

Our questions in regard to the politics of the postmasters 
removed and those appointed elicited the following results : 
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Out of 437 answers received in which the information was 
given upon this point, it appears that in 427 cases the post- 
master removed or resigned was a Democrat, in i case a 
Prohibitionist, in i an Independent, and in 2 cases, the in- 
cumbents being women, it was stated that I hey belonged to 
no political party. There were 3 resignations and 3 re- 
movals of Republicans. From 513 answers received regard- 
ing the. politics of the postmasters appointed, it appeared 
that 510 were Republicans, i was a Knight of Labor, i an 
Independent, and i a Democrat. The Democrat was Sam- 
uel P. Burris, of Talladega, Ala., of whom his predecessor 
writes: ''I was removed because I was a Democrat, and 
not in sympathy with the administration. It was believed 
that my successor, being a protectionist, was in sympathy 
with the administration and would support it." The uni- 
formity with which Democrats were removed and Republi- 
cans appointed shows pretty clearly that political motives 
were not absent in the making of these changes. It appeared 
in some cases that quite full inquiries were made as to the 
political faith of candidates for appointment before their 
commissions were issued. Thus: C. A. Gildea was post- 
master at Bracketsville, Tex., and on September 16, 1889, 
he resigned. Not long afterward, Robert C. Ballantyne 
was appointed ; but a protest was filed against this appoint- 
ment on the ground that Ballantyne was a Democrat. An 
inspector who came to investigate a mail robbery was en- 
gaged for two or three days inquiring about Ballantyne's 
politics, questioning a large number of persons, among 
others the old postmaster. Mr. Gildea denied his ri^ht to 
make these inquiries. The inspector told Gildea that it 
was reported that Ballantyne was a Democrat, and that, as 
an agent would have to be sent out to investigate, he would 
attend to it himself and save the expense. After some 
months' delay, Mr. Ballantyne's political orthodoxy was 
vindicated, and he received the appointment. The em- 
ployment of postoffice inspectors to do this sort of political 
work at government expense carries with it its own criti- 
cism. These facts are furnished by the concurring state- 
ments of the postmaster resigned and the one appointed. 

Out of 423 answers to our questions regarding the politi- 
cal services rendered by the former incumbent of the office, 
it appeared that in 83 cases such services were rendered, 16 
cases were disputed, and in 324 cases the answers showed 
that no political services had been rendered while in office. 
We are inclined to believe, however, that the proportion of 
the old postmasters who did political work was very much 
larger than would appear from these figures. 

To our inquiries as to the political services rendered, by 
the new appointees in the last campaign and elsewhere we 
received 496 answers. In 155 cases it was stated that no 
services were rendered, 6 cases were disputed, whilt; in 335 
cases, a little over 63 per cent., the new appointees were 
active in party work. The positions held in the party or- 
ganization were as follows : Officers and members of State, 
congressional, county, and township committees, delegates 
to national. State, and congressional conventions, candi- 
dates for various offices, officers of Republican clubs, cam- 
paign speakers, county *< leaders," distributors of tickets, 
etc. Chairmen and secretaries of county committees and 
delegates to congressional conventions are quite prominent. 

Some of the new appointees state quite fully the political 
services rendered by them. Thus E. B. Fletcher, the new 
appointee at Morris, III., writes: 

I took part in the last campaign, as I have in every campaign 
since the first election of U. S. Grant for President in 1868 ; was an 
alternate delegate to the last National Convention ; was vice-presi- 
dent of the State Republican League ; was chairman of Congres- 
sional Committee ; was member of County Central Committee ; was 
private secretary to Lieutenant Governor. I am now, and ever have 
been since casting my first vote in 1868, a member of the Republican 
party, I am now, and have been for fifteen years, connected with 
the Morris Herald^ a wide-awake, progressive Republican newspa- 
per, as one of its publishers and editors. 



Robert J. Rogers, appointed by the President at Searcy, 
Ark., states : 

I am chairman of the County Republican Committee, and have 
been for fifteen years, and have represented the county in nearly 
every State convention ; and I have taken part in every campaign 
from General Grant down to the present. I owned some stock in 
the only Republican paper ever published in this place. The rea- 

. son they are getting up a howl against me is because I am a Repub- 

\ Itcan, 

I 

I C. C. Bush, the appointee at Redding, Cal., has sent to 
your committee, neatly bound and in book form, a printed 
copy of the papers filed on his application. After the pre- 
face and table of contents appears the original petition from 
the patrons of the office and others, stating among other 
things the various offices which Mr. Bush had held, such as 
I delegate from California to the National Convention of 
1884, alternate elector, and an active worker in the cam- 
paign of 1888. It is signed by the judge of the Superior 
Court, chairman and secretary and other members of the 
Republican County Committee, editor of the Republican 
' Free Press, county clerk, under-sheriff, sheriff, city attor- 
ney, marshal, and others, and is supplemented by a petition 
of Democrats that, when a change of political complexion 
^ of postmaster at Redding is made, they desire the appojnt- 
I ment of C. C. Bush. This is signed by the secretary and 
treasurer of the Democratic County Committee, by the 
mayor, city treasurer, and others. Then follows a petition 
signed by all of the Republican members of the legislature 
of California. Then follows a certificate by Republicans of 
Tahama County that Judge Bush was an active, untiring 
Republican worker in the campaign of 1888,- and rendered 
efficient services. Then follow letters from ex-Governor 
Low, General W. H. Dimond, chairman of the Republican 
State Central Committee, Hon. A. P. Williams, ex-Senator 
George A. Knight, "Hon. M. M. Estee, chairman of the Na- 
I tional Republican Convention of 1888, Charles F. Crocker, 
i delegate to the Republican National Conventions of 1884 
' and 1888, two members of the Republican County Com- 
' mittee, ex-governors, members of Congress, and other Re- 
publican politicians, concluding with a letter from Hon. J. 
I D. De Haven, M. C, from the first Congressional district. 
This is believed to be a fair sample of *< a strong petition " 
for the appointment of postmaster. 

Adolph Zadek, postmaster at Corsicana, Tex., writes: 

I held every position from precinct chairman to chairman of the 
Republican State Executive Committee; was a delegate at large 
from this State in 1876 to the National Republican Convention held 
I at Cincinnati, Ohio. I am at present chairman of my Senatorial 
district. I published in this city, in 1872, a Republican newspaper, 
I was proprietor of same, and spent for that honor $2,000 out of my 
' personal means and for the love of the Republican party. The paper 
was called the Progressive Age. I was an applicant, for the first 
I time, under this administration for the consulate at Hamburg. You 
I can find my papers on file in the State Department. I am person- 
ally known to the Hon. Secretary of State. Being a Southern Re- 
! publican, I did not receive the appointment I thought I fully de- 
served for services rendered to the country and the party that saved 
the Union. Colonel J. C. Degress, and other leading Republicans 
of this State, wishing to see me recognized by this administration, 
requested me to make my application for this office. So I applied 
for same, and received my appointment. . . . 

The following correspondence shows a Congressman's 
views on the claims of ** party service *' : 

The Rising Sun Stove Polish Factory and Black Lead 

V^'ORKS. 

Elijah A. Morse, Proprietor. Abner L. Morsk, Agent. 

Albert E. Morse, Superintendent. 

Canton, Mass., March 23, 1889, 

Mr. \Vm. Burns, Plymouth, Mass.: 

Dear Sir^ — Enclosed find a letter accompanying the petitions of 
Avery, Whiting, and Harlow, by which you will see I paid you and 
your assistant a compliment. Your petition was received yesterday 
and forwarded today. Your friends waked up too late in the mat- 
ter. 1 doubt very much if the President would appoint you or any 
other Democrat to a presidential oflice in the face of the clean sweep 
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nvhich the Cleveland Administration made of Republicans. From 
all I can learn, you will retire from the office with the good wishes 
of the people of Plymouth. Will you be kind enough to show this | 
to your assistant ? Respectfully yours, 

Elijah A. Morsk. 
Address Morsk Bros., Canton, Mass., U. S. A. 



(ANTON, Mass., March 18, 18S9. | 

Gen. Benjamin Harrison, President of the United States: 

Dear Sir, — The commission of the present Democratic postmaster 
in Plymouth, Mass., in my district, expires the last day of March. . 
1 hand you herewith three petitions sent me by my constituents in 1 
that place, — owe for the appointment of Winslow \V. Avery, one for 
the appointment of Henry O. Whiting, and one for the appointment 
of Henry Harlow. These several petitions are numerously signed 
by the business men and first citizens of Plymouth. Should you do 
me the honor to desire my opinion, I say frankly it is difficult to de- t 
cide between the three candidates. Either of them is well indqfsed, 
and all are well qualified for the position. While Mr. Avery has the 
largest number of signers to his petition, Mr. Whiting has at least 
an equal endorsement from the business men of Plymouth ; and, 
while Mr. Harlow has a smaller indorsement than either of the other 
two, he has among his indorsers the Plymouth Cordage Company, 
which is one of the largest establishments and manufactories of its 
kind in the world, and of course large patrons of the mail. 

In your inaugural address, you stated that honorable party service | 
would not be a bar to political preferment. Mr. Avery, the first I 
gentleman named, is one of the editors of the 0/d Colony Memorial^ t 
an ably edited paper, having a large circulation in Plymouth County, 
and for twenty-five years that paper has been a staunch, honorable, | 
and able defender of the Republican party, and to its influence is j 
due, in a measure, the large Republican majority given in Plymouth | 
County for the last twenty-five years. So that, if I am asked to de- 
cide between these three candidates on the ground of honorable and 
patriotic party service, I should give my preference to Mr. Avery. 

I learn from my constituents that the present Democratic postmas- 
ter, whose term is now expiring, has faithfully discharged the duties 
of his office ; and his assistant — who I hope will be retained by his 
successor — is an affable, pleasant, and courteous gentleman, univer- 
sally popular in Plymouth. 

Elijah A. Morse. 



Four Years' Service. 

One ground for the removal of postmasters is given thus, 
in the statement furnished by Mr. Clarkson : «« Upon ex- 
piration of four years' service, and second commission not 
yet expired," and he states that there were 201 removals on 
this account. It will be observed that in these cases the 
commission of the postmaster had not expired. Such cases 
generally occur where the appointment was made in the first 
place to a fourth-class office, which became presidential dur- 
ing the administration of Mr. Cleveland, and a new com- 
mission, running four years, was thereupon issued by the 
President. The two terms of service, as fourth-class post- 
master and as presidential postmaster, are thus added to- 
gether in making up the four years. It is not claimed that 
these removals are made for inefficiency nor for the better- 
ment of the service, but upon no other apparent ground 
than the impropriety of permitting a postmaster to serve 
more than four years. Instances of such removals are fur- 
nished in the following correspondence : 

PosTOFFicK Department, 
Office of First Assistant Postmaster-General, 

Washington, D. C, Feb. 20, 1890. 

Dear Sir, — Your letter of the 1 2th inst., addressed to the Presi- 
dent, and requesting to know why you had been displaced as post- 
master at Neodesha, Kan., is received. 

In reply, I beg to state that your original appointment was dated 
December 4, 1S85, while the office was fourth-class, and you have 
had continuous possession for over four years. 
Yours truly, 

J. S. Clarkson, First Ass' i P. M, GenU. 
L. W. Lee, Esq., Neodesha, Kan. 

John C. McCauley was appointed postmaster at Searcy, 
Ark., in July, 1885. In July, 1887, the office became 
presidential, and he was confirmed as postmaster for four 
years. In answer to an inquiry respecting his removal, the 
Postmaster-General responds as follows : 



Postoffice Department, Office of Postmaster-General, 
Washington, D. C, Sept. u, 1889. 
Mr. Jno. C. McCauley, Searcy, Ark. : 

Dear Sir, — Answering your letter, which bears no date, I beg to 
say that an examination of the records of the office shows that you 
were appointed originally on the 9th of July, 1885, and therefore you 
have held the office for more than four years fixed for the term. 
You would have no reason to complain if the President were to make 
a new appointment. I shall lay the case before him at an early day 
for his action. Yours truly, 

Jno. Wanamaker, Postmaster-General, 

The following copy of a letter from the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral is sent to us by C. T. Marsh, the removed postmaster 
at Oregon, 111. : 

Post-Okfice Department, Office of Postmaster-General, 

Washington, D. C, Oct. 10, 1889. 
Mr.'C. T. Marsh, Oregon, 111. : 

Dear Sir, — I have to-day the honor of your letter of the 7th, in- 
quiring as to the appointment of postmaster in your city, and beg to 
say that no charges of any kind were made against you, but the re- 
moval was made on the recommendation of the member of Congress 
representing the district in which your office is located, because you 
had served a term of four years and upwards, having been appointed 
by the removal of your predecessor when Congress was not in ses- 
sion. Yours truly, 

Jno. Wanamaker, Postmaster-General. 

Mr. W. J. Johnson had been appointed postmaster at 
Manchester, Mass., Oct. i, 1885. The office was then a 
fourth-class one. Later it became a presidential one, and 
Mr. Johnson was reappointed Jan. 16, 1888, his commission 
expiring Jan. 16, 1892. 

The position of the administration is clearly expressed in 
the following letter of the Postmaster-General : 

Washington, D. C, Sept, 18, 1889. 
Mr. W. J. JoHN9«N, Postmaster, Manchester, Mass. : 

Dear Sir : — In reply to your letter of the 17th, I beg to say that it 
is held that, when a man holds an office for four years, which is the 
usual term in cities and municipalities under the federal government, 
he enjoys a full term. Your commission dates from Oct, i, 1885; 
and all postmasters' commissions are at the pleasure of the Presi- 
dent, who is taking great pains not to allow the removal of any good 
officer until- he has had four years' enjoyment of the office. 

Yours truly, 
John Wanamaker, Postmaster- General. 

The following letter from the member of Congress for the 
district shows that he considers the matter simply a question 
of the length of the term and politics, and not of fitness for 
the place : 

Salem, Mass., Sept. 18, 1889. 
Dear Sir : — Yours of 17th have received, also one of same date 
enclosing your commission, which I return this mail. 

Your present commission appears to run to January, 1892 ; but I 
have been informed that you will have served four years in January 
next, and it is my impression that the Post-office Department think 
so, too. Yours very truly, 

William Cogswell. 
W. J, Johnson, Postmaster, Manchester, Mass, 

The term of Jno. R. Brunt, postmaster at Osage Mission, 
Kan., expired Feb. 10, 1890. He was removed, and Eben- 
ezer B. Park appointed on July 31, 1889. Prior to his re- 
moval, on Nov. 23, 1888, Congressman Perkins wrote to him 
thus: "I know of no complaints made against your effi- 
ciency ; and, so far as I know, all that are asking for the 
privilege of succeeding you admit that you have made a 
faithful and efficient officer, and they seem to take pleasure 
in bearing this testimony in your behalf, but desire to suc- 
ceed you as Republicans." His successor, Mr. Park, writes 
as to the causes of the change : << I understand that this is 
a Republican administration. I was appointed because I was 
the choice of a large majority of the patrons of the office, 
and because the term of the Democratic incumbent had ex- 
pired." (By the expiration of the term, Mr. Park probably 
means that Mr. Brunt had held the office more than four 
years. ) 

It seems evident that this cause for removal, like the 
others, is designed to cover a removal made for political 
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reasons ; nd the political motive is all the more apparent 
from the nconsistency in appointing several Republicans, 
who, prior to the last administration, had served four or 
even eight years. 

If it is right, as we believe it is, to reappoint efficient Re- 
publicans who have held office four years or more, why is it 
not proper, excepting from political motives alone, to allow 
efficient Democrats to serve out the terms of their respective 
commissions, whether they had been in office four years or 
not? 

On a careful inspection of the answers received, stating 
the dates of the expirations of the terms of the incumbents 
removed, it would appear that removals have been made on 
an average sixteen and one-half months before the expira- 
tions of these terms. 

Appointments Dictated by Congressmen. 

The influence of Congressmen in dictating removals and 
appointments is very clearly shown in a letter sent by the 
chief clerk of the Post-office Department to Edward Smith, 
postmaster at Carrollton, 111., which is as follows : 

Post-Office Department, Office of the Chief Clerk. 
Washington, U. C, Nov. 25, 1889. 
5ir:— In reply to your letter of the 7th inst., which has been re- 
ferred to this department by Kev. J. W. Scott, I beg to inform you 
that a change of postmasters for Carrollton was made upon the rec- 
ommendation of Senator Culluni ; that the postmaster has been com- 
missioned ; and that recomu:endation of this character is in accord- 
ance with the long-standing practice of the depariment, deemed to 
be the best ground of action. Very respectfully, 

W. B. CooLEV, Chief Clerk, 
Mr. EinVARD Smith, Carrollton, 111. 

Ebenezer M. Lockwood was postmaster at Burlington, 
Kas., upon the incoming of the present administration. 
Harrison Kelly, member of Congress from that district, on 
July 10, 1889, wrote to Mr, Lockwood the following letter: 

House of Representatives, 
Washington, U. C, July 10, 1889. 
P. M. Lockwood, Burlington, Kan. : 

My Dear Sir : — I have been conferring with the department in 
reference to the appointment of your successor. Your four years 
from first appointment expires the aSth of this month. I think your 
successor will be appointed at that time. Courtesy to you suggests 
that you have an opportunity of resigning, to take effect August i, 
if you wish to do so. Would be glad to hear from you in reference 
to the matter at an early date. Respectfully, 

Harrison Kelly. 

Mr. Lockwood, however, did not resign, and was re- 
moved, Squire M. Lane being appointed in his place. Im- 
mediately upon his appointment, Mr. Lane appointed the 
daughter of Congressman Kelly to a place in the office, and 
a short time afterward promoted her to be assistant post- 
master. 

In many cases, it was stated that the new appointee was 
active in Congressional conventions in behalf of the Con- 
gressman nominated at such conventions and by whom he 
was recommended for the place. 

In every answer received from the State of Arkansas ex- 
cept one, the change is attributed to .the influence of the 
Hon. Powell Clayton. 

Offensive partisanship seems to have been employed as an 
agency of removal by this administration in much the same 
way as by the last. The following special despatch to the 
Chicago Daily News of March 19, 1889, published in an 
issue of March 20, states as follows : 

Special to the Chicago Daily News. 

Washington, U. C. March 19.— Representative Payson, of lUi- 
nois, made a test case before the Postmaster-General yesterday, 
and the result is shown in the list of nominations that came to the 
Senate to-day. Judge Payson said to the Postmaster-General: •' I 
want Mark A. Reno, postmaster at Pontiac, removed. That is the 
town where I live. I have no charges to make against his official 
or personal character or conduct, except that he is a Democrat, and 
an offensive partisan. He did all he could to defeat the Republican 



presidential ticket, and my election to Congress ; and I desire to 
make an example of him. I submit his case first, because I want 
to know what to do in other cases ; and I want to have the depart- 
ment decide whether offensive partisanship is a sufficient cause for 
removal." 

Mr. Reno informs us that he wrote to the department to 
ascertain whether this information was correct, and received 
a reply that it was. 

It is clear to your committee that the motive for the 
numerous changes, more than sixty-four per cent., of all the 
presidential postmasters has been in great measure political. 
Mr. Clarkson, in an interview sent through the Associated 
Press to all the leading newspapers of the country, is re- 
ported as saying : <* The President has made no removals 
except for cause, for delinquency, inefficiency, or violation 
of law. He has refused to make any changes for partisan 
reasons.'* Our inquiries have led us to the conviction that 
this declaration cannot be true ; and, in our opinion, it 
would have been more just to have acknowledged the exist- 
ence of political influences. This would have involved an 
inconsistency with the promises of the last Republican plat- 
form, that the '< spirit and purpose of the Civil Service Law 
should be observed in all Executive appointments.*' But, 
where the fact is as clearly established as it is in this case, 
the avowal of such inconsistency would have been far better 
than the attempt to conceal it by giving reasons for the 
changes, which, in point of fact, are not the real ones. 

Mr. Clarkson and Mr. Wanamaker. 

It was indeed hardly to be expected «* that the spirit of 
civil service reform *' in the Post-office Department could be 
enforced through such instrumentalities as Mr. Clarkson 
and Mr. Wanamaker. Mr. Clarkson has been openly and 
conspicuously an opponent of the reform. At Boston, at 
Pittsburg, and elsewhere, he has in public speeches endeav- 
ored to discredit the system to which his party pledged it- 
self. His appointment as First Assistant Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, gave him, we believe, control of a larger amount of 
patronage than that of any other officer appointed by the 
President. 

The opposition of the Postmaster-General to civil service 
reform has been less candid, but it has been no less intense. 
There are circumstances which have occurred since he has 
been in office clearly showing his hostility to the platform of 
his own party in regard to this reform. Marshall Gushing, 
who afterward became his private secretary, undertook on 
his behalf an investigation of the present civil service system 
by addressing letters to a number of gentlemen interested in 
the reform, of which the following is one : 

Boston Advertiser, Washington Office, 
Oct. 23, 1889. 
Confidential. 

Dear Sir :—\ have undertaken some investigations of the present 
civil service system /<7r a cabinet officer., and beg to ask your distin- 
guished assistance. 

Why is the law and the Commission subject to so much criticism at 
this time ? What answer do the civil service reformers make to the 
objection that a civil pension list is the logical result of the present 
system ; to the objection that, having certified enough clerks to last 
ten years, and having instituted yearly re-examinations, the Commis- 
sioners are open to the charge of merely providing themselves with 
employment ; to the objection that the efficiency of the departments 
will be seriously interfered with in ten or fifteen years by the old age 
of many of the clerks who cannot be removed ? Why should not 
both parties discard all their insincere professions for the law^ and 
have ih^ patriotism to go back to the old system^ under which it was 
inquired simply whether the man was honest, capable, and faith- 
ful to the Constitution ? How does the administration of President 
Harrison please the civil service reformers of the West ? How 
has it compared in that respect with President Cleveland's admin- 
istration ? 

What you write me, if I am honored with your confidence, will 
be merely for the eye of the cabinet officer referred to, and will not 
be printed. 

With the greatest respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

Marshall Cushing. 
Hon. William Dudley Foulke, Richmond, Ind. 
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As this letter was unsolicited, and refers to a public mat- 
ter only, the inquiries being made for a public officer and 
for public purposes, its contents can in no sense be regarded 
as confidential. It is believed that this is the first instance 
in which an inquiry instituted on behalf of a cabinet officer 
is based upon the assumption that the platform of the party 
upon which he came into power was insincere and un- 
patriotic. 

The feeling of the Postmaster-General toward civil service 
reform also appears in the statements made by him regard- 
ing Commissioner Roosevelt before the Select Committee of 
the House of Representatives on reform in the civil service ; 
and the report of this committee, which fully exonerated Mr. 
Roosevelt, is a severe commentary upon the groundlessness 
of the Postmaster-Generars allegations. 

The Postmaster-General's attitude toward the reform is 
further shown by his statement to Congressman Rockwell, 
of Massachusetts, who recommended the reappointment of 
Gilbert W. Farrington, a Democrat, as postmaster at Monson. 
Farrington was indorsed by the mass of the citizens and 
business men of that place without regard to party, and his 
petition was then the only one on file. I he statement made 
by Mr. Wanamaker, and taken down in writing by Mr. 
Rockwell, was as follows: ** The Postmaster-General de- 
clines to recommend to the President the appointment of 
a Democrat unless it is clear that there is no Republican to 
fill the place." It is not hard to divine the motive for re- 
movals and appointments under such an administration of 
this department; 

Respectfiilly submitted, 

Wm. D. Foulke, Chairman, 

Chas. J. Bonaparte. 

Richard H. Dana. 

Wayne MacVeagh. 

Sherman S. Rogers. 



INDIAN REVENGE FOR THE SPOILS SYSTEM, i 

Philadelphia, Deceml>er 31st, 1890. 
To the Editor of the Philadelphia Press. 

Ijear Sir : — The news of the terrible events which Ixave 
just taken place in Dakota, involving the death of Captain 
Wallace, the fatal injuries of Father Craft, the death and 
wounding of many other brave men, together with the 
slaughter of a large number of Indians, has just reached me. 
My mind is filled with horror at the thought of such a catas- 
trophe. It is to be feared that the indignation to which 
this event will give rise in the popular mind will interfere 
with any serious or reasonable consideration of the Indian 
question. It is our duty, however, to exert ourselves to the 
utmost to bring thoughtful people to search for the causes I 
which have led to this awful massacre. ; 

1 have known the Sioux Indians for nearly ten years. I , 
have travelled among them on horseback many hundred \ 
miles, and I have had large means of knowing, during all 
this period, the nature of their management by the Govern- 
ment. I will, therefore, speak briefly on the subject. 

These people number from twenty-eight to thirty thou 
sand souls. There are two clearly defined parties among 
them — a Christian and progressive party, which has of late 
years rapidly advanced in numbers and influence. It has 
been created, nurtured and developed through the missionary 
work of various Christian denominations — the Congrega- 
tional ists, the Presbyterians, the Episcopalians, and the 
Roman Catholics. The other party is pagan and non-pro- 
gressive. It has been held together and guided by such 
chiefs as Spotted Tail (who was killed some years since in a 
tribal feud). Sitting Bull, Red Cloud and Kicking Bear. 
The advance of civilization among the progressive Indians 
has recently tended strongly to tighten the bands of conser- 
vatism and opposition among the pagan Indians. Let this 
condition be clearly understood in judging others to which 
I will now refer. 



Pine Ridge, the extreme southwestern sub-division of the 
Great Sioux Reservation, of which Standing Rock is the ex- 
treme northeastern segment, is the largest and most import- 
ant of all the Sioux Agencies. It has been, perhaps, the 
most restless and troublesome of them, although at this point 
missionary work under Bishop Hare exhibits its greatest 
vitality and activity. A native Sioux Indian, a college 
graduate. Rev. Charles S. Cook, is at the head of the mis- 
sion at this point. When the last Democratic administra- 
tion came into power the agent at Pine Ridge was Dr. V. T. 
McGillycuddy, a very able, experienced and courageous 
man. He had held this post for eight years and was re- 
moved practically through the operation of the spoils sys- 
tem, upon the pretext of his refusal to accept a confidential 
clerk, whose appointment was dictated by the Department 
in Washington. In my judgment his removal was the be- 
ginning of a serious of events which have finally culminated 
in the pressent horrible mas.sacre which we now contem- 
plate. 

In 1884 there was an attempted outbreak on the part of 
Red Cloud and his followers. This was suppressed without 
bloodshed and without cost, through the prompt and cour- 
ageous action of the agent and through the instrumentality 
of an efficient Indian police force. Under Dr. McGilly- 
cuddy's successor, the discipline and efficiency of the police 
force declined. Under the present administration, which 
has continued the operation of the spoils system in Indian 
affairs under what is known as the <* Home Rule *' policy, 
by which the appointment, of Indian agents are dictated by 
territorial politicians. Dr. Royer was put in charge of Pine 
Ridge. He was chosen not because of his knowledge or 
skill in managing Indians, but on account of his efficiency 
in controlling votes at a county convention. I have been 
informed, from a thor6ughly reliable source, that on account 
of his reputation his appointment was a great shock to per- 
sons who knew him in Dakota. He was unequal to the 
serious responsibilities which developed upon him. The 
excitement of the *< Messiah Craze" broke out during the 
summer among the Sioux Indians, as among other tribes. 
Elsewhere it was a comparatively harmless religious fanati- 
cism, accompanied by physical phenomena, similar to those 
known to us among our own people. Had it been controlled 
by wisdom and experience among the Sioux, I doubt not it 
would have proved harmless there also. But it produced 
excitement; which, owing to the presence of other causes of 
difficulty, brought danger. There has been a dangerous 
decrease of rations at Pine Ridge, which produced suffering 
among the Indians. A reliable informajit writes me under 
date of December 26th, from Dakota : *<I saw a copy of a 
report made by Indian Inspector Armstrong to the Honora- 
ble Secretary of the Interior, under date of April 7th last, 
from Pine Ridge, in which he predicts serious trouble by 
reason of short rations, non-fulfillment of promises, etc., 
and in the light of present events it maybe termed a proph- 
ecy.'* Why was not this report acted upon? Will the 
authorities in Washington answer. 

My informant continues : ** At the time the present agent 
at Pine Ridge took charge (October ist) the < Ghost Dance ' 
was at its height. The Indians were short of rations, and 
there was a general discontent throughout the Sioux nation, 
the result of wrongs, real and fancied ; the troubled condi- 
tion was fomented and added to by Red Cloud, Sitting Bull 
and other agitators. What did the new agent have to com- 
bat this condition of affairs? — a total lack of knowledge of 
the Indians and their character, a police force lacking in 
discipline, his white employes equally ignorant and lacking 
in nerve, and an ignorance of what Indians to place confi- 
dence in and be guided by their advice. An attempt was 
made one day to arrest a single Indian by three policemen, 
in front of the agent's office. The Indian drew a knife, and 
resisting the police escaped. The agent was impressed with 
the idea that an outbreak was imminent, abandoned his 
agency, went to the railroad, telegraphed for troops, and 
did not return until they marched in ahead of him, in a 
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forced night march, horse, foot and artillery. This is the 
whole thing in a nutshell. It would be most comical were 
it not for the fact that the results will be and are most seri- 
ous, terrorizing the frontier, driving out settlers, costing 
Dakota and Nebraska hundreds of thousands of dollars, and 
giving the Pine Ridge Indians a setback from which they 
will never recover. It is an outrage when one considers the 
fact that a little better management on the part of the 
authorities could have averted all this. Runners came to me 
from the Brule camp to come out and explain what the com- 
ing of troops meant ; they knew me and would believe me 
and come in. Red Cloud and other chiefs made the same re- 
quest on Agent Royer and Special Agent Cooper, but the 
request was refused. No white man was sent to them. On 
Sunday last Sitting Bull's emissaries prevailed, the Brules 
became hostile, and are now on the edge of the Bad Lands 
on White River ready for a winter campaign." 

This Dr. McGillycuddy wrote me December 4th. About 
the same time he telegraphed me of the dangerous turn affairs 
had taken. He had just left Pine Ridge, where for eight 
days he had been as the representative of Governor Milette. 
He urged in his telegram that I should endeavor to secure 
for him an appointment as special agent or in some official 
capacity which might enable him, if possible, to exert his 
great influence among the Indians for a peaceable settlement 
of the difficulty. Knowing the critical character of the situ- 
ation, I wrote at once to the President, begging that the ex- 
periment of McGillycuddy's mediation might at least be 
tried. The request was refused. With subsequent events all 
are acquainted — the flight of the hostile and frightened In- 
dians to the Bad Lands, the pillaging of the houses of the 
Christian and friendly Indians near Pine Rid^e of all their 
contents, the attempted arrest and death. of Sitting Bull, 
with the sacrifice of the lives of seven of the faithful Indian 
policemen ; the surrounding and attempted disarmament of 
IJig Foot's band, with the horrible massacre of officers, sol- 
diers and Indians, men, women and children, which fol- 
lowed. ■ It was only a few weeks since that I passed a day in 
the pleasant companionship of Father Craft, the Roman 
Catholic priest, whom this morning's papers announced as 
mortally wounded in this miserable affair. The news comes 
to me, as to many, with a deep sense of personal shock and 
loss. I ask no pity for those ignorant and frantic creatures 
whose fierce act of resistance to disarmament was the last 
link in a series of causes which produced this horror, but I 
do ask with whatever intensity of emphasis I am capable, 
whether the spoils system in the management of Indian 
afl*airs, with its foolishness, its selfishness, its ignorance, and 
its last frightful outcome, is an institution of which Amer- 
icans may be proud, and which they have resolved to sus- 
tain ? 

Education and right management are the quiet, unnoticed 
solvents of the Indian problem. Had we resolved to make 
use of them years ago this deplorable and shameful sacrifice 
of human life would never have occurred. W^e may still use 
them to repair to some extent, past errors and to prevent 
future trouble, or we may use, with the fierce injustice of a 
child's anger, our power to exterminate these people. Our 
choice between these alternatives is the test of our civiliza- 
tion. Right reason and humanity dictate the former course, 
blind revenge and folly the latter. Which shall be followed ? 

Herhert Welsh. 



THE LA W IN PR A CTJCE, 

The seventh report of the United States Commission is 
full of valuable and interesting information of the working 
of the reform law, and in itself forms a worthy testimonial 
to the industry, zeal, public spirit, and intelligence of 
Messrs. Lyman, Roosevelt and Thompson. 

As showing the immense amount of work performed or 
supervised by the commission, it is interesting to note that 
in all 22,956 persons were examined during the year, an in- 



crease over the previous year of 3106. The labor of carry- 
ing on these very numerous examinations and marking all 
these papers is done largely by examiner's detailed from 
various departmental and other offices, who serve without 
any additional pay than that received for their regular 
duties. The report justly points out the great inconvenience 
of this system, and asks that the examiners shall hereafter be 
made officers under the control of the commission, and also 
for authority to appoint to the local boards persons outside 
the government service, in order that those boards may 
serve as a check upon postmasters and collectors who may 
be disposed to evade the law. In Indianapolis and Balti- 
more it has been possible to get citizens in the public ser- 
vice, but not under control of the local postmasters, on the 
post-office boards. The experiment was highly successful in 
convincing candidates that they received fair treatment in 
the examinations, and the law should be altered as the 
commission suggests. 

The commission has shown great activity in investigating 
any office where it has been alleged on good authority that 
the law is being violated. • These investigations have re- 
sulted in some prosecutions and removals, and in other 
cases in the correction of violations of the law, due not to 
evil intention, but to mere ignorance.' But for lack of an 
increased appropriation for traveling expenses, the work of 
the commission in these investigations, which should be con- 
tinually made all over the country, would have been much 
more widespread and effective. The publication of the 
eligible lists has worked admirably. The names of the per- 
sons taking the examinations are concealed from the exami- 
ners until the papers are marked, so that no one knows 
whose paper he is marking; but once the marks are made 
up, the papers are open to public inspection. This makes 
fraud in the examinations easy of detection, and thus tends 
to prevent any attempt at cheating ; and there has been no 
charge of such fraud against any employe of the government 
connected with the examinations which has proved to have 
any foundation in fact. 

On the question of giving reasons for removals, the com- 
mission reiterates its belief that in all cases the appointing 
officer should give the accused man a chance to be heard in 
his own defence, and should be required to file in writing a 
full statement of his reasons for making the removal ; which 
could be made public if desired by the accused. In no 
other way can the belief in partizanship, produced by a 
great number of removals, be overcome. 

As to the motive actuating removals, it is highly sugges- 
tive that among the places subject to the law the removals 
seldom exceed 10 or 15 per cent. ; while in the unclassified 
and excepted places it ranges from 46 per cent, to 90 per 
cent. The conclusion is, of course, irresistible — either that 
where the law does not apply, appointing officers put in in- 
competent persons, or else that their successors remove from 
these places men who are competent, and who are therefore 
removed for reasons unconnected with the good of the ser- 
vice. 

Much heat is evolved by spoilsmen in discussing the 
practical character of the questions asked in the examina- 
tions. The commission asserts that no paper can be pro- 
duced where the questions asked are not on the whole wise 
and proper. With a view to removing any shadow of objec- 
tion on this score, however, all questions in geography and 
history have been dropped from the examinations for the 
clerk, copyist and letter-carrier places, which include the 
great bulk of the whole ; and the questions now asked 
directly test the applicant's fitness for the position sought. 
A copyist, for example, is examined only on penmanship, 
spelling, simple arithmetic and copying. A letter-carrier 
receives two-thirds of his marks upon his knowledge of the 
localities of his city, and upon his skill in reading addres.ses. 

After reading the report no unprejudiced man can fail to 
agree with the conclusion that even if the law is not ideally 
perfect it produces on the whole a better administration than 
does the patronage system. Moreover, it immeasurably 
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betters the tone of political lifeby making the governmental 
employes public servants, not the janizaries of the party in 
power. 



REASONS FOR THANKSGIVING.'' 

From the Hagcrstinvn Mail. 

THE feelings with which we keep Thanksgiving Day must 
vary to some extent from year to year. Sometimes the 
crops fail in some parts of the country, or there is here and 
there the shadow of a calamity — some great fire or freshet 
or tornado, and yet we are called upon, very properly, to 
give thanks for the general prosperity of the country. I 
have kept Thanksgiving Days at the reciuest of President Lin- 
coln — whom I honor as a great, remarkable man, and an 
honest man — at a time when the Civil War spread sadness, 
and when I was not able to give thanks for the special 
course which events were at that time taking. I have kept 
Thanksgiving Day at the request of President Grant, when, 
during what we call the ** carpet-bag regime," the condition 
of our Southern States was even worse than it was during the 
Civil War. Still we kept Thanksgiving Day ; we could but 
say with submission, ** It is the Lord; let Him do what 
seemeth Him good." 

But now, in this year 1890, we are invited to keep 
Thanksgiving Day under remarkable circumstances. We 
all know that for the last year and more those who have the 
real good of their country at R^art have had grave cause for 
anxiety. Need 1 do more than mention the McKinley 
Tariff; the proceedings of the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, trampling in the most insolent manner upon 
the rights of the people; the Lodge Force Bill, and notorious 
matters of that sort ? People felt anxious and knew not 
what was coming. But a few weeks ago there was what was 
called a great tidal wave ; the people gave their verdict ; the 
handwriting has appeared written so plainly on the wall that 
it requires no Daniel to come and interpret its meaning. It 
reads distinctly, *< Thou hast been tried in the balances and 
found wanting;" ** The most High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will." 

When then, after this wonderful verdict of the people. 
President Harrison invites me to keep Thanksgiving Day, 1 
cheerfully respond to his call and say, ^* 1 will give thanks 
unto the Lord with my whole heart, secretly among the 
faithful, and in the congregation." 

Let me briefly mention one or, two special causes for 
Thanksgiving : 

I. Civil Service Reform. 1 ^^t progress in this direction 
and I will tell you why. You know that when the present 
administration came into power it came in with the most 
distinct pledges that the civil service was to be non-partisan; 
it was to be more impartially managed than even during the 
previous administration. The promise was clear, and they 
were elected and put in power upon that understanding. 
And what has been the result ? 

The great Post-office Department, which is so closely con- 
nected with the life of the people, which has to do with every 
county, every town, every village, every little hamlet in the 
land, which has nothing to do with polities , for it makes no 
difference whether the postmaster who handles your letters is 
Democrat or Republican, Presbyterian, Epi.scopalian, Roman 
Catholic, or even atheist, so that he does his work intelli- 
gently and honestly — this great department is the field 
above all others where reform was most needed. The ser- 
vice required to be made non-partisan, and the promise was 
given that it should be. Well, we all know that the Post- 
master-General violated his promises most shamefully. His 
first -assistant postmaster — a Mr. Clarkson — has boasted 
that he has removed thousands and thousands of postmasters 
for partisan reasons, to put in members of his own party and 

♦Substance of remarks made by the Kev. Hall Harrison, 1). 1)., in 
St. John's Church, Howard County, Maryland, on Thanksgiving 
Day, 1890. 



not to improve the service. And this was done with the 
hope and expectation that this would benefit the political 
prospects of the party that did it's And what have the peo- 
ple said ? Why all over the country, and right in the very 
section which claims Mr. Clarkson as one of its leading men, 
the verdict of disapproval has come. The people have said, 
** This won't do. Step down ; we are masters, and we will 
show you what we think of men who break their solemn 
pledges and promises." Will anybody tell me that after this 
popular verdict any party will dare to think that they can 
strengthen themselves by prostituting the civil service to 
partisan and dishonorable uses? Hence I seem to see that 
out of this evil, progress has come in the civil service idea. 
2. The working of the Australian voting system. 
Here I see another cause for Thanksgiving, and especially 
in our own State of Maryland. At last we can vote as we 
please: without bribery and without intimidation, and 
know that our votes, when cast, will be counted. On Janu- 
ary I, 1863, President Lincoln issued his celebrated procla- 
mation emancipating the colored people. Some thought it 
a good and wise measure, others thought differently ; few 
thought that by the Constitutional Law of the country the 
President had the right to issue it ; none, I suppose, at the 
present day, would desirp to see it reversed. 1 call the 
adoption ot the Australian voting system the emancipation 
of the white man. 

Here in Maryland, until this new ballot law was passed — 
and i)assed against the most persistent opposition of the 
Bosses — I was a slave, you were all slaves. We were ruled by 
the «* criminal classes," by ex-members of the penitentiary 
and gaols, by the li(iuor sellers and the Bosses whom they 
control, and who so faithfully served their masters. When 
I cast, my vote, if it concerned a county or local matter, it 
might count, but if it concerned a State question 1 knew it 
would not count unless it pleased the Bosses who owned the 
State. Some people think tliat our troubles have arisen 
from universal suffrage. 1 am not particularly fond of uni- 
versal suffrage, but yet I am inclined to agree with Mr. 
James Russell Lowell. In his well-known address on De- 
mocracy that eminent statesman told the English people 
that here, in America, we think that those tubs that stand 
on the broadest bottoms have the securest foundation. But 
be this as it may, we in Maryland have not had universal 
suffrage and therefore we have not suffered from it. We have 
. had the name of universal suffrage, but we have been ruled 
by a few Bosses, and those whom they represent. When our 
■ votes did not suit them, they counted them out by stuffing 
ballot boxes, or by some other device. And the moment we 
get real universal suffrage, under the new law, the Bosses go 
to the rear. There they Avill go, and they know it, unless 
they take warning, and heed the voice of the jieople. There 
\ can be no more < blocks of five" driven up to the polls 
either in Indiana or in Maryland. That all this slavery 
seems to be coming to an end, 1 give hearty thanks to the 
Almighty Dispenser of events and Ruler of the nations. 



REV. MR. DIXON ON DIVVER. " 

<' A Defence of the Honorable P. Divver, Esq.," was the 

subject of the Rev. Thomas Dixon, Jr's, pulpit review of 

, current events at the Young Men's Christian Association 

' rooms. There was an unusually large attendance. Here 

is a part of what Mr. Dixon said : 
I Mayor Grant has appointed '* Paddy " Divver, saloon - 
j keeper and tough, judge of the Police Court of the city of 
I New York, at a salary of $8000 a year. Well, what of it? 
Some unkind things have been said about Mr. Divver 
** Paddy " Divver, Esq., the Hon. Patrick Divver. I re- 
sjiectfully submit that it is not his fault. He is all right. 

There must be a fitness in things, even in politics. The 
appointment of '< Pat " Divver as judge by Hugh J. Grant 
is a poem in politics. How could we expert anything else? 
We certainly cannot blame Mr. Divver. He went into poli- 
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tics for the money there is in it, and for protection to his 
various saloons. The judges of the city presumably are the 
enemies of his business. -It is perfectly natural that he 
should desire to capture the judiciary, that the guns of the 
enemy should be silenced. To do this he entered Tammany 
Hall. He is one of the faithful. He is one of Tammany's 
trusted chiefs. He bought that judge's seat by his influence, 
his money, and his energy. He paid for it. Mr. Grant 
sold it, and he has simply delivered the goods. 

True, Mr. Divver's saloon was doing a thriving business 
on Sunday, April 13, 1890, according to the report of one 
of our great morning dailies. It will look a little curious to 
see such a man sitting in the seat of judgment, and yet no 
more curious than to see Mr. Grant in the mayor's chair. 
They say that Paddy is an honorable man. They say that 
he is honest. I am afraid that this is more than we can say 
of Mr. Grant, if we believe his own statement in regard to 
his appropriation of $20,000 in illegal fees. We know that 
Mr. Divver has been the friend and associate of criminals. 
His business has been to rescue them from the clutches of the 
law after he had helped manufacture them in his gin mills. 
We can imagine some curious scenes in the Hon. P. Div- 
ver's court, as he scans curiously the faces of the drunks on 
Monday morning to see if he can recognize familiar friends, 
to know where they got their liquor, whether it was at the 
right place, or at some other man's saloon. If the liquor 
was obtained at the right place, w^e may presume, at least, 
that the judgment will not be severe. If the drunk was un- 
fortunate enough to patronize a rival, the judge may frown. 

These are not very pleasant scenes to contemplate at the 
close of the nineteenth century in the metropolis of the New 
World. But who is respoilsible? Not Mr. Divver. The 
voters of New York who turned the city over to this gang 
must be ready to recognize their own work. What sort of 
men would you expect Grant to appoint ? Would you ex- 
pect a Tammany mayor to appoint angels to office? 
Hardly. Did he owe his election to angels ? The saloon- 
keepers and thugs, led by such men as ** Pat " Divver, gave 
liim the basis of his success. Why should he not recognize 
their services? They made him ; in fact, he is one of them. 
Whose business is it if he appoints his pal to a fat office? 
What are you going to do about it, anyway? They say 
there is honor even among thieves. How can you object to 
such a perfect poem as this in practical politics ? It harmo- 
nizes with the eternal fitness of all things. We must reap 
what we sow. Did you expect to sow night-shade and reap 
morning-glories? Did you expect to sow squashes and reap 
turnips? The old proverb says that if we lie down with 
dogs, we may expect fleas. It is not the fault of the flea. 
He is fulfilling his mission in life. 

The whole truth is, that under the administration of this 
city government by Tammany Hall the offices are sold to 
the highest bidder. The man who can give the most money 
and the most unqualified support to the deals of Tammany 
will get these rewards. Tammany Hall is practically run 
by the saloon keepers of the city, and run in the interest of 
their criminal business. It is their purpose to trample the 
city beneath their feet. They have defied laAV, order and 
decency. They defy it to-day. 'J'hey have their pals in 
the Board of Excise, they have their pal in the mayor's 
chair, and they have determined to capture the last strong- 
hold of our civilization — the judiciary. Well, it belongs to 
them. We have turned the city over to Tammany Hall. 
Tammany cannot repudiate this element without committing 
suicide — repudiating herself. 

The people who vote, and who do not vote but have the 
right to vote, are solely responsible for the deeds of the 
irresponsible gang known as Tammany Hall, that now con- 
trols this city. Let us be fair. We cannot blame Mr. Div- 
ver. He is fulfilling his normal mission in life. — New York 
Tribune, 
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New York, April 28, 1890. 

I beg leave to inform the public that the subscriptions 
received in response to the call issued by this Committee 
have been sufficient to warrant it in proceeding with the 
work entrusted to it. A contract has been closed with Mr. 
Daniel C. French of this city, for an heroic bronze bust, 
to be placed upon a column of rich Swedish granite. Mr. 
French's '<Minute Man," at Concord, Mass., his '*Thomas 
Starr King," just completed for the City of San Francisco, 
and his bust of <«Emergon," are generally accepted as 
among the best works of this kind which have been pro- 
duced in this country. The location of the monument can- 
not be determined upon until the model shall have been 
completed. 

A small additional sum is desired to defray the expenses 
of the ceremonies of unveiling, etc., and subscriptions will 
still be received by the undersigned. 

WILLIAM POTTS, 

Sec^y and Treas, 



window awnings, 
window shades. 

House Painting and Fresco Decoration, 
Art Paper Hangings, 

No. 806 MADISON AVENUE). 
WM. R. WHEAT. BALTIMORE, MD, 

. "yHE CIVIL SERVICE RECORD, 



03\nE8 

Address, 



Gen. F. a. OSBORN, 
Treasurer, Civil Service Reform Association, 
43 Milk St., Boston, Mass. 



J OHN A. STEWART & SON, 

116 NORTH LIBERTY STREET, BALTIMORE, 

Bell Hangers, Lock Manufacturers, 

Electricians and Dealers in Electric Supplies. 
The LigMinf of Churches and Public Buildings a Specialty. 

-H|cj. ]VI. KING,** 

Manufacturer of Gentlemen's Fine Shoes, 

Fine Measured Work our Specialty, 

No. 417 NORTH EUTAW STREET, 
Below Franklin, BALTIMORE, MD. 

JOSHUA ANDERSON, 

Carpenter and Builder, 

•*SHOP, 706 TYSON STREET,*- 



RESIDENCE, No. 903 McCULLOH STREET. 




CUT THIS OUT. 

PUBLISHERS CIVIL-SERVICE REFORMER, P. O Box 793, Baltimore. 

Enclosed please find one dollar, for which send the Civil-Service Reformer for one year to 

Address^^ ^ , Name, 



IV 



THE CJVJI^SERVICE REFORMER. 






\ 



The Civil-Service Chronicle 



3% STRONG AND FEARLESS CRITIC OF 
SPOILS POLITICS. 



FIFTY CENTS PER ANNUM. 



INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 



ARE YOU POSTED/' 



H. A. LKONARD, 

EXPERT WATCHMAKER, 

Has moved from i8 N. CHARLES ST., 

To 20 EAST BALTIMORE STREET, 

One Door East of J. Seth Hopkins & Co., 

And will carry a Choice Selection of DIAMONDS, WATCHBS, 
JEWELRY and kindred Articles. 

FINE REPAIRING WILL CONTINUE TO BE A SPECIALTY. 




* ' # ^ 



COAL UNDER COVER. 



'^ilnciltoe ©(pee, "^u^ 'M^ifc^, " ^cutfe ^. 
* ^^ '1^ I ©Euwt Si., cot. MaufoM^ ©Ue. 



J. YOUNG BOYLE. 



Established 1795. 



William K. Boyle & Son, 

STEAM 

BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS, 

BRIEFS, RECORDS, PAMPHLETS, CATALOGUES, 

Cards, Bill Heads, Letter Heads, 

and other commercial printing, 

No. no East Baltimore Street, 

Telephone Call 1408. BALTIMORE. 

PRINTERS OF THIS MAGAZINE. 






THE 



4M-^epci{ ileform^r. 



Vol. VIII.— No. i. 



BALTIMORE, JANUARY, 1892. 



Price Ten Cents. 



JOSHUA ANDERSON, 

Carpenter and Builder, 

SHOP, 706 TYSON STREET, 
Baltimore. 



Residence, No. 903 McCulloh St. 



ACCOUNTANT. 



•\ Y^' ^' ROGERS, 



323 N. CHARLES STREET. 

Intricate or Erroneous Accounts examined and stated correctly. 
First*cla88 ability and absolute integrity brought to bear upon all 
questions of accounts submitted to kirn. Refers to the Baltimore 
American and leading Lawyers and Merchants of the city. 




Qoal under Qpyer 



Siyincipa/ €^/^filcc, ''Sun oBuiSdin^,^* SouM Sf* 
^- ton fficcc. < ^^^^ ^^ ^^ SfCazy^anS €toc. 



BLUE, BLAC^Ky BROWN 

CHEVIOT SUITS TO ORDER $13 

B. WEYFORTH & SONS, 

No. 217 North Paca Street. 



Norddeutscher Lloyd S. S. Co. 



NEW YORK TO BREMEN, 

VIA SOUTHAMPTON. 

Steamships: — Lahn, AUer, Trave, Saale, Elbe, Havel, 

Spree, Werra, Fulda, Eider, Ems, Kaiser. 

Sailings : — Every Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. Cabin 

passage to Bremen, London or Havre, |ioo, I125, I150, 

$175 per adult, according to location of berth. 



BALTIMORE TO BREMEN, 

DIRECT. 

Steamships:— Dresden, Munchen, Karlsruhe, Darm- 
stadt, Stuttgart, Oldenburg, Weimar, Gera. 

Sailings : — Every Wednesday. Cabin passage to Bremen, (60. 
Round trip |iio and upwards. 



REDUCED RATES FROM AUGUST ist TO APRIL isth. 
A. Sclntamacher & Co., General Agents, 5 South Gay Street, Baltimore, NId. 



T6I CALIFORNIA 

CLARET & WHITE WINES. 
For Sale by R. F. H, LA WSON, 

Cor. Charles & Hamilton Sis. 

Near Franklin, BALTIMORE. 



THE) 



Civil Service Chronicle. 

A Strong and Fearless Critic of 

SPOILS POLITICS. 



fifty cents per annum. 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 



n 



THE CIVIL-SERVICE REFORMER. 



ALEX. BROWN & SONS, 

(established i8ii.) 

CORNER BALTIMORE & CALVERT STREETS, 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

AND 

BROWN BROTHERS & CO. 

New York, Philadelphia and Boston. 



Foreign and Domestic Bankers, 

And Members of the Baltimore, New York and 

Philadelphia Stock Exchanges. 

(Private wire between Baltimore, Boston, Philadelphia & New York.) 



Interest allowed on Deposits of Banks, Bankers, Corporations 
and Individuals (by agreement). 

&AII«ROAD, MUNICIPAIs AND OTHSR I«OANS NBGOTIATBD. 

BUY AND SELL BILLS OF EXCHANGE 

ON GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, FRANCE, GERMANY, HOLLAND* 

BRITISH WEST INDIES AND OTHER FOREIGN POINTS. 



Issue Commercial and Travellers' Letters of Credit in Sterling, 

available in any part of the world ; and IN DOLLARS, 

for use in this country, Canada, Mexico, the 

West Indies and South America. 



HAKB OABUC AND T£i:.KGRAPHIG TBANSFSR8 OV MONSY. 

DRAFTS COLLECTED IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 



BROWN, SHIPLEY & CO., 



LONDON. 



THE 



Civil Service Record, 



PUBI^ISHE^D NIONTHI^Y. 



"we hold thee safe." 

2^£E^ R. Emory Warfield, 

MANAGER 

BALTIMORE DEPARTMENT, 

Embracing Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and 

District of Columbia, 

OF THE 

Royal (Fire) Insurance 

COMPANY OF LIVERPOOL, 
No. IS South Street, Baltimore, Md. 

The Royal Insarance Company has the largest net surplus possessed 
by any Fire Insurance Company in the worlds 

Losses paid as soon as ascertained, without the usual discount for cash 
payment. 

All Claims Adjusted and Paid at this Dbpartmxnt. 

For the protection of its policyholders the Royal Insarance Com- 
pany has 

A CAPITAL OF TEN MILLION DOLLARS. 

NE T SURPL US OF O VER TWEL VE MILLION DOLLARS, 

CASH ASSETS OVER THIRTY-FIVE MILLION DOLLARS, 

And in addition to the security offered by these vast resources, all 
of the stockholders of the Royal Insurance Company are individually 
responsible to the full extent of their fortunes for its liabilities. 
TELEPHONE NO. 9 1 8. 



ESTAl^LISUSD IN 1816. 



TXLSPHONX No. 382. 



CHAS. SIMON & SONS, 

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in Foreign and Domestic 



OMB DOI.X,AR I»BK TBAK.. - 


-*^ L> i:< Y KjcKJKJ l->^:5 yW*- 


Address, U. H. CROCKER, 


No. 208 N. HOWARD STREET, 


Treeuurer^ Civil Sendee Reform Association^ 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


19 Milk St., Boston, Mass. 


' 



CtJT THIS OUT. 

PUBLISHERS CIVIL^ERVICE REFORMER, P. O. Box 793, Baltimore. 

Enclosed please find one dollar, for which send the Civil-Service Reformer for one year to 
Address^ _ Name,^^ 



^N'frHU •.. 




■'<=^\ 



JUL 21 -0 9 



The Civil-Service Reformer: 



Vol. VIII.— No. 6. 



BALTIMORE, JUNE, 1892. 



Price Ten Cents. 



In order to distribute throughout the countxy the address 
recently delivered in Baltimore by the Hon. Geo Wm. Curtis, a 
fund of three hundred dollars is needed. Contributions of any 
amount, from half a dollar upwards, may be sent to 

J. HEMSLEY JOHNSON, 

Box 793, Baltimore. 
They will be acknowledged in "The Civil Service Reformer.'* 



CONTRIBUTIONS TO CURTIS ADDRESS FUND. 
The following have been received thus far : 

Moorfield Storey ^^75 00 

S. C. H I 00 

^A^m. E. Cushing 10 00 

A.P.Rose 6 CO 

Stuart Wood 50 00 

Total $142 00 

Mr. C. A. Lewis, of Indianapolis, has undertaken to do the work 
of distribution in Indiana at his own expense. About $150 more 
is needed to make a complete distribution. 



The Month. 



(GOVERNOR BROWN has introduced a decided im- 
J provement in the methods of examining the financial 
affairs of the State. Instead of the perfunctory examination 
heretofore made, he put an expert accountant at work upon 
the books of the Treasurer and Comptroller. The result, as 
was to be expected, showed these gentlemen to have their 
affairs in creditable condition. If other Governors are 
equally exacting there will be no more Archer defalcations. 



Politics reign almost supreme in our State charitable 
institutions. The appointment for political reasons of an 
unfit man to an important post in the Home for Feeble- 
minded Children was with difficulty prevented by two or 
three public-spirited members of the board of trustees. At 
the State Insane Asylum the gardener has been removed 
and the place given to a brother of ex-Marshal Cairnes,who 
is a member of the board. Mr. Watson, the son of the man 
removed, has sent us a strong communication, charging spe- 
cifically that his father's removal was solely due to political 
reasons and chiefly to the independence of his sons. He 
further states that the new gardener has levied a political 
assessment on his subordinates. 



The Baltimore politicians, never lacking in ingenuity, have 
recently eclipsed all their previous performances by devising 
a secret primary election. The theory of the primary elec- 
tion is that all the members of the party shall meet in it and 
give expression to their views on party questions. But this 
may be inconvenient for the managers when their views and 
those of the party differ. To meet this condition the most 
extraordinary precautions were taken. First, a considerable 
number of Democrats were prevented from voting by ruling 
them disqualified by their having voted against the Rasin 
faction last fall. Next, the voters were assured that, all the 
managers being for Cleveland, it really mattered little who 
were sent to Chicago as delegates. 



There was some considerable distrust of these professions, 
however, and to keep their control perfectly secure the 
managers devised the secret primary. Refusing either to 
advertise the polling- places or to give reporters any informa- 
tion as to their location, the polls were kept a deep secret 
from everybody but the bosses' friends. The result was 
that only about one-sixth of the party voted, if the count of 
the ringrjudges, whose names were also kept secret lest there 
should be protests against them, be accepted. The result 
was a Gorman delegation to Chicago. 



The Republican National Convention had nothing more 
specific and positive than this to say on the subject of civil 
service reform : 

'< We commend the spirit and evidence of reform in the civil 
service and the wise and consistent enforcement by the Republican 
party of the laws regulating the same." 

This is a considerable weakening of the position taken in 
1888, when the party, not having any patronage to lose, 
made this ringing declaration : 

*< The men who abandoned the Republican party in 1S84, and con- 
tinued to adhere to the Democratic party, have deserted not only the 
cause of honest government, of sound finance, of freedom or purity 
of the ballot, but especially have deserted the cause of reform in the 
civil service. We will not fail to keep our pledges because they 
have broken theirs or because their candidate has broken his. We 
therefore repeat our declaration of 1884, to wit : The reform of the 
civil service auspiciously begun under the Republican administration 
should be completed by the further extension of the reform system 
already established by law to all the grades of the service to which 
it is applicable. The spirit and purpose of the reform should be 
observed in all executive appointments, and all laws at variance 
with the objects of existing reform legislation should be repealed, to 
the end that the dangers to free institutions which lurk in the power 
of official patronage may be wisely and effectively avoided.** 

It will be observed that the present plank is purely retro- 
spective. It binds the party to no advance whatever. Mr. 
Harrison, if re-elected, might well feel that the pledge of the 
party put him under no obligation to take any forward step 
in the cause of reform. • 

It would be interesting to know exactly how many Fed- 
eral officeholders took part in one way or another in the 
renomination of their patron, the President. The following 
names of officials present at the Minneapolis Convention 
were gathered from two issues of the New York World : 
Commissioner of the Land Office Carter ; John C. New, 
Consul-General at London ; First Assbtant Postmaster-Gen- 
eral Whitfield; Collector Hendricks and Naval Officer 
Willis, N. Y. ; Postmaster W. W. Johnson, of Baltimore ; 
E. a. Webster, Internal Revenue Collector, South Carolina; 
George I. Cunningham, United States Marshal, South Car- 
olina ; J. E. Wilson, Postmaster, Florence, S. C. ; Harris 
Simkins, Internal Revenue, S. C. ; T. R. Johnson, Collector 
of Port, Charleston, S. C; R. H. Richardson, Postmaster, 
S. C. ; John H. Fordham, clerk in Internal Revenue office. 
South Carolina. A systematic search of other newspapers 
would, of course, furnish many more names. The Sun esti- 
mated the total number at fifteen hundred. 
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The Andrews bill for the protection of the 61,000 fourth- 
class postmasters from the spoilsmen, provides for the 
division of the country into postal districts, and that where 
vacancies occur open competition shall be asked for by 
postoffice inspectors, who shall recommend the best man to 
the Postmaster-General after receiving the applications and 
examining the &cts. The bill, as introduced by Mr. Lodge, 
of Massachusetts, provided for personal visits by inspectors 
to the localities where vacancies occurred. An amendment 
adopted requires personal visits only where the annual 
salary paid is in excess of $100. In cases where there is 
only one applicant also, the inspector may, if he thinks best, 
recommend the applicant for appointment without visiting 
the locality. 

Congressmen and other Federal officials are forbidden to 
make recommendations or to interfere in any way with 
appointments under the bill, and appointments or removals 
on political grounds are prohibited. The limitation of the 
bill to offices where the annual compensation is above $100 
leaves more than 34,000 offices exempt from personal visits 
by inspectors in choosing postmasters. It is estimated by 
the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service that the 
extreme cost of the proposed system would be $60,000 for 
thirty inspectors, and that probably the present force of 
inspectors would need but a light increase in numbers to 
carry out the provisions of the bill in connection with their 
other duties. 



The distribution of Mr. Curtis' great speech before the 
League has begun. The committee in charge, Messrs. J. 
Hemsley Johnson, Moorfield Storey, Silas W. Burt, Wm. E. 
Cushing, and Stuart Wood, have collected already about half 
of the money needed, and have enlisted the valuable co-oper- 
ation of Jlr. Herbert Welsh. It is proposed to obtam lists 
of names of persons in all parts of the country sufficiently 
public-spirited and serious-minded to fed an interest in the 
awakening of the public conscience which the general read- 
ing of this eloquent plea for reform must produce, and to 
have each of these persons send in a few names of friends or 
neighbors to whom the addresses may well be sent. Lists 
of names or contributions of money in any amount, however 
small, may be sent to any member of the committee. Mr. 
C. A. Lewis, of Indianapolis, has ordered one thousand 
copies of the address and will distribute them at his own 
expense throughout the State of Indiana. If a similarly 
public-spirited citizen could be found to do the same for 
every State in the Union the progress of the reform would 
at once be immensely accelerated. 



Mr. Roosevelt's last appearance before the House Com- 
mittee resulted in a complete demolition of the clumsy soph- 
istry by which Mr. Wanamaker endeavored to sustain his 
Baltimore subordinates. Mr. Roosevelt analyzed the testi- 
mony taken by Mr. Wanamaker's inspectors on their inves- 
tigation, and showed that this testimony itself established 
the guilt of two-thirds of the men whose removal he had 
recommended. Five of the accused admitted to the inspec- 
tors that they met at the house of Smith, a letter-carrier, at 
a meeting composed solely of officeholders, and that they 
paid Smith various sums to be used to influence the primary 
election. Five others are proved by their own or their com- 
panions' testimony to have directly or indirectly solicited 
political contributions. They advance the extraordinarily 



silly defense that they acted not as officeholders but as 
Republicans. The rest claim that their payments were for 
club dues, for a banquet, or for a billiard -table. But it b 
proved by one of them that all the money collected really 
was used to influence the primary election. They explain 
their confessions to Mr. Roosevelt by saying that they lied 
to him against their own interest 

Mr. Roosevelt emphatically denies Mr. Wanamaker's 
absurd charge that his motive in the investigation was to 
influence the result of the miserable contest over petty spoils 
which the primary was. 

In reply to one of Mr. Wanamaker's remarks he makes 
this rather palpable hit : 

I also wish to state how pleased I am that the Postmaster-General 
should emphatically say that he believes in having written charges 
submitted against any accused person, said accused person being 
given opportunity to be heard in own defense. Judging from the 
multitudes of complaints we have received, especially from railway 
mail clerks who were discharged about the time the classification was 
extended to cover that service, this has not been the* custom in the 
Post-Office Department. It was the course that was followed in this 
investigation. The men were all before us to be heard in their own 
defense, and the charges against them were not only written but 
printed. 

The report of the majority of the House Committee has 
ftilly sustained Mr. Roosevelt. It is a pitiful partizanship 
which prevents the Republican members from joining in the 
report. 



The Census Office, it will be remembered, Supt Porter 
refused to have put under the civil service rules. He was 
quite willing to bear all the pressure for places from which 
the competitive examinations would have relieved him, and 
quite confident of his own ability to pick out good men and 
women for the work. The result has proved that he was 
wrong. The Census Bureau became a political machine. 
In New York it was turned over to the ward politicians, 
thieves were in some cases appointed as enumerators, the 
enumeration was grossly defective, and there was much 
reason for the charge that the omissions were made system- 
atically to deprive a Democratic community of its due 
representation in Congress. Now an investigation of the 
Washington office is being made, and the greatest abuses 
appear to have flourished under the eyes of the Superinten- 
dent himself. One of the female clerks. Miss Mary Lasalle, 
testified that she was discharged, the charge first being ineffi- 
ciency, and then, that being withdrawn, insubordination was 
alleged. She had written to Supt Porter, but had never 
been able to learn the real reason, though Mr. Porter told 
Marshall Ransdell he would not reinstate her if the President 
demanded it The witness with much spirit complained of 
her treatment in the office. The office was conducted, she 
said, more like a big playhouse than a well-conducted, 
orderly office. She said that she had seen Section Chiefs 
Kellogg, Miller and Koch take liberties with girls in the 
office. One chief, named Colbell, had endeavored to take 
liberties with her, and when rebuffed, had annoyed her in 
every way possible. She stated also that nearly all the 
chiefe had their pets. 

Similar testimony was given by Miss Clara D. Boswell. 
In addition to charges of fiivoritism and immorality among 
the chiefs, she stated that the employees were told while on 
her work that speed, not accuracy, was desired. The work 
was consequently inaccurate. 
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Another witness, one J. H. Wardwell, who had been an 
eng^ineer in that bureau, testified that he burned up, by 
order of the chief engineer, several hundred feet of good 
lumber for which the bureau had paid five or six cents a 
foot; he further testified that Superintendent Porter had 
appointed to places under him persons of notoriously bad 
character. 

This state of things offers a striking contrast to the effi- 
ciency and order which obtains in the Treasury, War, State 
and Navy Departments under the rules. 



THE REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES AND 
PLATFORM. 

THE Republican National Convention is to be commended 
chiefly for what it has not done. It has not nominated 
for the highest office in the gift of the American people a 
man whose personal integrity has been successfully im- 
peached. It has not been guided in its action by the wishes 
and counsel of the most unscrupulous and justly discredited 
among the prominent politicians of its party. It has not 
been prevented from nominating the candidate it really pre- 
ferred by the fear that unless it submitted to the dictation 
of local bosses the party "could not carry New York." 
Finally, the majority of its members have not disregarded 
the wishes and expectations of the voters whom they repre- 
sented as delegates. This may seem, at first sight, but 
moderate praise; before, however. Democrats belittle what 
the Convention has escaped, let them be quite sure that their 
own will be equally lucky. Blaine is not one whit more 
indelibly "tattooed" than either Hill or Gorman, and his 
personal qualifications for the Presidency would have made 
his choice, however disgraceful, at least not ridiculous. The 
men who tried and ignominiously failed to defeat Harrison 
are in nowise less odious or less dangerous than the men 
who have been and still are trying to defeat the logical 
candidate of the Democratic party, and it is not certain that 
the latter will fail ignominiously, or fail at all. Since the 
Republican party could select Harrison, notwithstanding 
the combined opposition of Piatt and Warner Miller, Mr. 
Watterson will tell us, perhaps, whether that is a strong or 
manly party which submits to the dictation, or, at least, to 
the veto of Croker and Sheehan ; and some of the delegates 
to the recent Democratic State Convention in Maryland 
have no stones to throw at the "instructed" or " pledged " 
Republicans, white or black, who, although they wavered, 
yet finally held to their word at Minneapolis. 

For two incidents, or results, of the Convention, thecountry 
has every cause to fed thankful. We may now reasonably 
hope that the Blaine ''boom" has finally and irrevocably 
collapsed. Whether Harrison is elected or defeated, one 
can hardly believe that the Plumed Knight will ever again 
be a power in American politics. And it seems poetic 
justice that the downfall of his unrighteous influence should 
be due obviously and only to his own incurable propensity for 
underhand dealing and duplicity. No one doubts that if 
Mr. Blaine had six months ago frankly avowed his desire for 
the presidential nomination, — nay, had he never said that he 
did not desire it, — he could and would have obtained the 
nomination. Why he chose in this instance to pursue his 
usual tortuous and shifty course can be matter of specula- 
tion only, and to speculate about this would now be a waste 
of time. He may or may not have desired the nomination 



for himself, but he unquestionably desired earnestly to pre- 
vent the nomination of the President, whose confidential 
adviser he remained until the very eve of the Convention. 
In this design he has been completely balked, and balked 
only because he proved himself again, as he has on all critical 
occasions in his public career, notwithstanding all his acute- 
ness and versatility, unable to understand that it pays to 
speak and act the truth. 

Nor is it less significant that for the President's narrow 
escape fi'om defeat, and for the bitter opposition which has 
rendered the final choice a very questionable compliment, 
those very men are responsible for whose benefit he has 
made the greatest sacrifices of principle and his promises. 
Had he repudiated Quay and Piatt and Mahone and Clark- 
son and FiUey and Foraker and all their unclean following 
as energetically at the opening of his administration as they 
repudiated him at its close, he would have earned a better 
opinion from honest and patriotic men and a brighter pros- 
pect for a second term than he now enjoys. 

If we compare the action of the Convention, not with what 
it could be in reason expected to do, but with what it might 
conceivably have done, we cannot rate very highly either 
its sagacity or its patriotism. General Harrison has proved 
himself a conspicuously weak man, of very limited abilities 
and greatly deficient at once in elevation of views and in 
political tact and insight He might have done worse than 
he has done ; this must be said frankly and emphatically ; 
but we can fairly say very little more in his praise. Never- 
theless, he was probably the strongest candidate and certainly 
the man least unfit for the position he sought among those 
whose pretensions were formally avowed. We need not 
compare him with Reed or McKinley, who were never in 
any true sense of the word candidates at all, but we have 
some cause to rejoice, and we think the Republican party 
will also, that the choice did not fall upon Blaine or Alger. 
Like its candidate, the Convention might have done worse, 
and so much worse that, however far from well it has done 
in fact, by comparison it may seem to deserve praise. 

Of the platform we can say the same. It is not a credit* 
able production, but it might have been more discreditable 
than it is. Its language as to all the prominent topics of the 
day is feeble and evasive, but it might have been even more 
marked by sophistry and demagogism than it is. 

The most curious plank of all is the one relating to civil 
service reform, which at first sight seems almost sarcastic, 
especially when one remembers the Republican primaries of 
last year here and their sequel. Probably, however, the 
satire was altogether unconscious ; the '' true inwardness " 
of the situation is that, Republican politicians having at last 
discovered that civil service reformers will not let them make 
specific pledges before election only to forget these after- 
wards, and having learnt that it is dangerous on this subject 
to say anything which has a meaning in this plank, much 
''sweat of the brain" has been directed to the end of saying 
something which shall be as nearly as possible nothing. 

Of Mr. Reid we can only say that, so far as we under- 
stand the situation, he neither weakens nor strengthens the 
ticket. His nomination ensures the support of the New 
York Tribune^ but we do not see that it ensures anything 
else, and that was ensured already. 

If we may give a farewell counsel to the second similar 
gathering now impending at Chicago, we earnestly advise the 
Democratic leaders not to underrate the strength of the ticket 
they have to defeat. Harrison and Reid are not strong men ; 
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they are not even strong candidates in the abstract ; but they 
may easily prove quite strong enough to defeat feeble adver- 
saries. Their selection asks the country to let things remain 
as they are, and in public opinion there is a force of inertia 
which always gives weight to this plea. ' So much friction in 
the working of the government machinery is involved in a 
change of rulers, and this is so serious an evil, that the party 
which gives, as the Republican party has given, pledges 
that the public business will not be worse managed than at 
present, throws the burden on its adversary of showing a 
fair probability that it could manage this better. If a non- 
entity is to head the ticket at Chicago, it will be no easy 
task for the Democracy to sustain this burden. The voter 
who cares little about the distribution of spoils, but much 
about the honest and efficient administration of national 
affairs, is very apt to think that, between a mediocre man 
who has. been tried and found small but safe, and another, 
equally mediocre, whose obscurity has prevented the 
country's knowing whether he is not, as he well may be, 
at once small and unsafe, it were better to bear the ills we 
have than fly to those we know not of; and there are quite 
enough voters of this way of thinking to determine next 
November who shall go into the White House and who 
shall stay out of it. 



THE ANNUAL MEETING. 

THE annual meeting of the Civil Service Reform Associa- 
tion of Maryland was held on the 31st of May at 
half-past four o'clock in the hall of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association. Mr. C. J. Bonaparte presided. The report 
of the Executive Committee was read by the chairman, Mr. 
Joseph Packard, Jr. It was as follows : 

The Executive Committee of the Civil Service Reform 
Association begs leave to present its annual report of its 
action during the past year. 

As has been done at several previous sessions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Maryland, a bill was introduced at the last 
session of the General Assembly for the creation of a State 
Civil Service Commission, and for regulating the appoint- 
ment to subordinate places in the Stale and Municipal ser- 
vice on the basis of merit alone. The bill was introduced 
and advocated by Senator John S. Wirt, one of our vice- 
presidents, at the instance of this committee, and a subcom- 
mittee of this body visited Annapolis in its behalf. A favor- 
able report on this bill was made by the committee of the 
Senate to which it had been referred, though so late in the 
session that no action could be had. But it is a cause for 
congratulation that we have at least got as far as a favorable 
report from the committee of the General Assembly, and if 
the friends of reform are active and persistent in their efforts 
to influence public opinion on the subject we shall be entitled 
to expect that before many years the service of our State and 
cities shall be conducted on rational principles. 

At a meeting held on April ist, 1892, by resolution unani- 
mously adopted by this committee, the attention of the com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives on reform in the 
civil service was called to the investigation of the conduct of 
Federal officials in this city by Civil Service Commissioner 
Roosevelt, and to the failure of the Administration to act 
thereon. The consequences of this action of this committee 
have been spead before the public by the daily newspapers 
and the matter is still pendmg in Congress, so that it is 
unnecessary to refer to it further. 

The annual meeting of the National Civil Service Reform 
League was held in this city on April 28th and 29th, under 
the auspices of this Association. The success of the meeting, 
both as to the numbers in attendance and as to its spirit, was 
most gratifying. In this connection this committee feels 
bound to recognize the efficient labors of the committee of 
arrangements and of the president, Mr. Bonaparte, whose 



careful preliminary work and judicious arrangements for the 
meetings contributed so much to that success. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Joseph Packard, Jr., Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. D. C. Gilman, the report was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Wm. Reynolds then offered the following resolutions : 

Resolved, ist That while the overthrow of the spoils sys- 
tem has not yet been accomplished, the friends of civil ser- 
vice reform have no reason to feel discouraged as to the ulti- 
mate triumph of their cause, but on the contrary may well 
congratulate themselves upon the steady advances which the 
merit system is surely making in public favor year by year 
throughout the entire country, as recently evidenced by the 
action of a Republican Secretary of the Navy in applying 
the reform to the skilled and unskilled labor system in the 
navy -yards, and the action of the committee of the Demo- 
cratic House oi Representatives in introducing two bills, one 
to make this order of the Secretary of the Navy in one 
department the law in all the departments of the govern- 
ment, and the other to regulate the appointment of dl post- 
masters upon reform principles. 

2d. That we recognize as an encouraging step in the 
direction of civil service reform for Mary land the action taken 
by the Slate Senate at its last session in adopting the favor- 
able report of its Committee on Judicial Proceedings, upon 
the bill introduced by Senator Wirt at the request of this Asso- 
ciation, providing for the establishment of a Civil Service 
Commission for this State with powers similar to those estab- 
lished in New York and Massachusetts, and making its rules 
applicable to the appointment of public-school teachers 
throughout the State, the members of the Police and Fire 
departments, deputies and employees of the Clerks of Courts, 
Register of Wills and Sheriff of Baltimore City, and all sub- 
ordinate employees of the several departments of the muni- 
cipal government of Baltimore, including persons employed 
as laborers, and authorizing the extension of such rules from 
time to time, in the discretion of the Governor, to any county 
or city in the State; and we greatly regret that this bill could 
not have been referred earlier in the session to this commit- 
tee, a majority of whom, Messrs. Brown, Wirt and Rogers, 
expressed in their report their desire to record themselves 
in the hope that at a subsequent session of the Legislature 
such a bill may find a place on the statute-book of the State. 

3d. That the gratifying results which have followed the 
application of civil service reform methods to the employ- 
ment of laborers and mechanics in the municipal departments 
of Boston and in the navy-yards of the United States war- 
rant us in expressing our firm conviction that the adoption 
by our city government of a like system with regard to the 
employees of its street-cleaning department would speedily 
result in a much improved service at a greatly reduced cost 
without any diminution of the daily wages paid. 

4th. That this Association desires to bear emphatic testi- 
mony to the courageous fidelity, impartiality and zeal which 
the present Civil Service Commission has uniformly dis- 
played in discharging its delicate and arduous duties, and to 
express its regret at the retirement of Hon. Hugh S. Thomp- 
son from the board and its appreciation of the valuable ser- 
vices he has rendered in the enforcement of the Civil Service 
Law. 

The President then referred to the financial needs of the 
Association and stated that there was a deficit of about $400 
to be raised in order to pay for the entertainment given to 
the delegates to the Annual Meeting of the League in this 
city. He referred to the new paper which the League pro- 
poses to publish as the successor of the Record and the Re- 
former^ and said that its publication would shortly begin. 

Mr. Wm. Reynolds, chairman of the committee appointed 
to draw up a ticket, put in nomination the following gentle- 
men as officers of the Association for the ensuing year : 

President, Charles J. Bonaparte; Vice-Presidents, Daniel 
C. Gilman, S. Teackle Wallis, John K. Cowen, Henry E. 
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Wooten, J. Wirt Randall, John S. Wirt, J. Clarence Lane, 
James Alfred Pearce ; Secretary, William Winchester ; 
Treasurer, T. Erskine Carson ; Executive Committee, Joseph 
Packard, Jr., J. Hall Pleasants, Wm. Henry Baldwin, Jr., 
George W. Gail, William Reynolds, John C. Rose, J. 
Hemsley Johnson, Prof. Fabian Franklin, W. Hall Harris, 
Skipwith Wilmer, Edward G. Daves, Francis King Carey, 
Henry P. Goddard, Thomas S. Baer, John Pentland Brown, 
£dward Stabler, Jr., Daniel Miller, Julian LeRoy White, 
Charles Markell, George A. Pope, Louis P. Hennighausen, 
Edgar G. Miller, R. Seabrook Albert, Wesley M. Oler and 
Dr. Samuel Theobald. 

Dr. Robert Atkinson moved that the Secretary be 
authorized to cast the ballot for the officers nominated, and 
the motion being adopted, they were declared elected. 

The President then made some remarks as a substitute for 
the annual address which will be found below. Then the 
meeting adjourned. 

Mr. Bonaparte's Remarks. 

Gentlemen of the Association : Circumstances have not 
permitted me to prepare any address for the present occa- 
sion, and there is this year no need for one, since the 
principles which this Association was founded and now 
exists to advocate have been so recently and so elo- 
quently expounded in our midst. The proceedings of 
the National Reform League, and especially Mr. Curtis' 
address, have left little to be said by any one in Baltimore 
who would either convince his fellow-citizens that genuine 
and thorough-going civil service reform is the one great 
remedy for the crying evils of our body-politic, or to make 
them see clearly what such civil service reform is and 
what it is not. I should, therefore, content myself with 
thanking you for the compliment of my re-election, were it 
not that certain matters of present public notoriety require 
some notice on my part. 

A little more than a year ago a member of our Executive 
Committee was informed that serious breaches of those pro- 
visions of the law forbidding officials in the federal service 
from contributing through other like officials for political 
purposes had been committed and were contemplated in 
connection with certain primaries of the Republican party 
soon thereafter to be held in this city. This information 
came from the source whence it might have been expected 
to come and will always come when such violations of law 
are detected, that is to say, from politicians against whose 
interests the illegal action was taken or intended. But inas- 
much as the allegations made were specific and detailed, the 
gentleman in question submitted them to the Civil Service 
Commission at Washington, and one member of that Com- 
mission, on its behalf, undertook an official investigation into 
their truth. During this investigation, or, at least, during a 
considerable part of it, I was present at the request of the Com- 
missioner, in the capacity of his counsel, and also to give 
him such assistance as my greater familiarity with persons 
and events in this community might enable me to furnish. 

I need hardly say that, as between the two factions who 
contended at the primaries in question, I occupied a posi- 
tion of malevolent neutrality. I entertained then and now 
entertain, in common with the great bulk of intelligent and 
reputable citizens of Baltimore, and especially of those 
belonging to the Republican party, hearty and impartial 
aversion and contempt for the aims and methods of both, and 
took solitde interest in the subject-matter of the controversy 
that I was wholly ignorant until the investigation began that 
any such primaries were about to be held. 

The Commissioner called before him the several officials 
of the Post-office, Custom House and Marshal's office 
accused of violations of law, and examined them as to cir- 
cumstances which might implicate them or other officials in 
the premises. Every person who testified, without, so far as 
I remember, a single exception, was suspected of either par- 
ticipating in or knowing of some violation of law, and none 
of those who had furnished the information which gave rise 
to the inquiry were called upon or permitted to testify. 



Many of the officers thus examined admitted unequivocally 
and distinctly that they had been guilty of undeniable breaches 
of the law, and the Commissioner, with the approval of his col- 
leagues, recommended to the President their removal from 
office, which the law specifically describes as the mildest 
penalty for their offense. The President, it now appears, 
merely referred this recommendation to the heads of the 
several departments in which the persons who had so con- 
fessed their guilt were employed, and yet it would seem 
from the developments of the last few weeks that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury and the Attorney- General remained 
strangely ignorant of the charges against their subordinates 
for many months, although these had been widely published 
as well as spread upon the records of their offices. The 
Postmaster-General directed an investigation of the matter to 
be made by two of his own Inspectors, and after a long delay 
its character and results are now known. It appears that 
the men who had confessed were called before the inspectors 
and examined under oath, not so much concerning what 
they had done about the primaries, as concerning what they 
had said to the Civil Service Commissioner. It must be 
borne in mind that these were subordinate employees of the 
Government, dependent for the most part upon their salaries 
for the support of themselves and their families, and that 
they were, therefore, subjected to a very strong temptation 
to fcilse swearing if it was intimated to them, either expressly, 
or as a necessary implication from the form of procedure, 
that their denial under oath of what they had previously 
admitted would be sufficient to secure them immunity for 
their breaches of the law, and no rational mind can doubt 
that such an implied intimation was given. 

Upon the testimony thus obtained the inspectors sub- 
mitted a report in which they recommend that no punish- 
ment be inflicted upon the various persons charged. This 
recommendation was, of course, within their province. But 
they also censured the Civil Service Commissioner who 
conducted the previous investigation, and impugned the 
motives of those who, at his request, were present while it 
was conducted, in language grossly indecorous in an official 
document, and which called for, although it did not receive, 
a prompt and unequivocal rebuke, at least, from their 
superior. This conduct was simply a piece of silly imperti- 
nence. It requires no further comment from me, but we may 
note that from the testimony returned by the inspectors 
with their report a majority of the persons implicated ought 
unquestionably to have been dismissed upon their own 
statements to the inspectors themselves. It is, however, 
right that I should declare so much of this report and of the 
letter from the postmaster of this city, which was published 
with it, as impeaches the fairness of the investigation con- 
ducted by Mr. Roosevelt, or the accuracy of the record 
made by the attendant stenographers of the testimony 
taken before him, absolutely untrue. I was present, as I 
stated, at a considerable part of the investigation. I con- 
ducted some portion of it myself, and I read over much, if 
not all, of the testimony. I say with absolute certainty that 
the witnesses were never allowed to misunderstand the 
questions asked them ; that their answers were taken down 
as given, and that the transcript of the record is a perfectly 
fair and correct one, doing injustice to nobody. 

Within a few days the Republican party will hold its 
National Convention. Four years ago it pledged itself to 
the honest enforcement of the Civil Service Law, and the 
application of the spirit of civil service reform in all depart- 
ments of the Government. These pledges of the party were 
made, moreover, by the letter of acceptance of its successful 
candidate, the personal pledges of the President himself. 
Should the Convention about to assemble at Minneapolis 
make and should its nominee endorse the same measure, it 
may not be out of place to inquire whether this means that 
he will tolerate complete disregard of the law on the part 
of subordinate officials, provided that these are willing, 
when they have incautiously told the truth as to their 
guilt, to remedy this indiscretion by such perjury as may 
be needful to save their party a merited discredit, or 
their superior officers from the embarrassment of doing 
their duty. 
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STATEMENT OF MR. ROOSEVELT BEFORE 

THE COMMITTEE ON REFORM IN THE 

CIVIL SERVICE. 

The facts in this case are precisely, and without qualiSca* 
tion, as I laid them before you at the last meeting of the 
committee ; and the only effect of the mass of testimony 
introduced by the Postmaster- General in support of his 
position and statements is, as I shall show you, to make my 
position even stronger than it was. As I said last time, the 
offenders whose removal I recommended testified to their 
guilt in the first investigation in terms so unmistakable that 
dieir confessions could not possibly be afterwards either 
retracted or explained away. Hitherto I have accepted the 
statement of the Postmaster General that these men had 
afterwards, in the investigation conducted by his Depart- 
ment, denied the truth of the statements they had made to 
me and stated that they were not guilty. I have now read 
over and analyzed the testimony taken in this second inves- 
tigation and submitted by the Postmaster-General, and 
evidently the Postmaster-General cannot have read it before 
deciding on his action, because this testimony itself, taken 
by his own inspectors, establishes beyond shadow of doubt 
the guilt of at least two-thirds of the men whose removal I 
recommended. In fact, the statements and admissions 
before the investigators of the Postoffice Department are 
in many cases even more damaging than the original state- 
ments made to me. 

In the remaining cases, where the parties attempt to deny 
their guilt, what I said at my last appearance before this 
committee holds true now. When the &icts were fresh in 
their minds the witnesses testified against their own interest, 
and this testimony cannot be upset by their statements in 
their own interest made six months after the event. The 
recommendations in the report relied on by the Postmaster- 
General are not borne out even by the testimony on which 
it professes to be based. If the investigation in which this 
testimony was taken had been made with the deliberate 
intent of shielding the accused, covering up their wrong- 
doing, and tempting them to perjure themselves, so that the 
office could be cleared from the effect of their former truth- 
ful confessions, it would have been managed precisely 
as it actually was managed. I should much like to know 
whether these same inspectors, if sent down to investigate 
an office in which it was alleged that money had been stolen 
from the mails by four or five suspected parties, would first 
of all warn these parties of their expected visit, would allow 
them ample opportunity to consult with their accomplices 
and cover up their tracks, and would have them represented 
by counsel ; or whether, on the other hand, they would carry 
on the investigation as I did ; that is, having made pretty 
sure by outside means of what the facts in the case were, 
go down at a time when they were not expected, and have 
the accused parties up before them separately, without giv- 
ing them warning, and without giving them time to consult 
with one another and agree upon a common explanation. 
It is safe to say that if the Department wishes to get at the 
facts in a case of alleged wrongdoing it must conduct the 
examination precisely as I did. On the other hand, to con- 
duct an investigation as the Department actually did conduct 
this one is particularly unfortunate, because it inevitably 
creates the impression that there is a desire not to get at the 
facts but to make an investigation which shall exonerate the 
guilty parties. 

The Civil Service Commission was never informed that 
this investigation was going to take place, and never knew 
that it was taking place except through vague rumors. 
The Postmaster-General gives currency to the charge made 
by some of the implicated employ6s that the investigation 
of the Civil Service Commission was instigated by political 
motives, and states that he came to no conclusion as to its 
justice. Unless he did not come to such conclusion I re- 
spectfully submit that he has no right whatsoever to repeat 
the accusation, an accusation, moreover, which is ridiculous 
on its face. What political motive could the Commission 
possibly have had ? None whatever. 

As for the statement that I interfered with the primary 



election, it is true exacdy in the sense that a policeman inter- 
feres with an election when he arrests a repeating voter. I 
interfered to the extent of trying to see the law executed, 
and I had no power whatsoever, besides no wish, to interfere 
with any participants in that election who were not violating 
the law. 

The Postmaster- General also says that he " must be gov- 
erned " by the reports of his subordinate officers in these 
cases. This seems to me an extraordinary proposition. In 
a case of the importance of this one, where the reports of 
his subordinates and of the Civil Service Commission were 
in direct conflict, I cannot understand how the Postmaster- 
General could fail to see that it was his duty personally to 
investigate the matter, at least to the extent ol reading the 
evidence upon which the two reports were based. Had the 
Postmaster-General done this he would have at once seen 
that the testimony taken by his own inspectors simply cor- 
roborated the testimony taken by the Commission as to at 
least two-thirds of the parties accused. 

The Postmaster- General states that the postmaster and 
the other accused men promptly denied the statements 
made in my report as soon as they got an opportunity, 
and that they had no opportunity prior to August, when 
the report was published. This is simply not the fact, as 
the Postmaster oeneral would have seen by turning to page 
145 of my published report. This shows that Postmaster 
Johnson and the accused parties had the testimony sub- 
mitted to them on May 8, and that at that time they made 
no complaint of any kind, and entered no protest as to the 
testimony they were reported as giving. It is thus evident 
that the denial was a pure afterthought on their part, only 
made when my report itself was printed and they for the 
first time realized the damaging nature of their own 
undoubtedly truthful testimony. 

Now I will turn to the statements to which the Post- 
master-General has also given currency, that answers were 
made for these men in the stenographic report of the testi- 
mony as taken by me, or that they were not given a chance 
to explain their evidence. Postmaster Johnson thus says : 
"When I would explain anything they would not put it 
down; it was not put down bv the stenographer." That 
this is a mere gratuitous untruth is sufficiently shown by the 
fact, which I have already pointed out, that Mr. Johnson 
was given a copy of his testimony and that he returned it 
without advancing or offering to advance any explanation 
whatsoever. Had he chosen to he could have done this 
and we would have printed it exactly as we did print the 
two letters of Marshal Airey. The witness who most 
directly makes this charge is Mitchell, the elevator man. 
As it happens his testimony was taken by Mr. Wilkinson, 
the official stenographer of the Orphans Court in Baltimore. 
I herewith submit the original transcript, forwarded to me 
from Baltimore by Mr. Wilkinson, together with his letter 
transmitting the same. You can see that each sheet has 
his name on it, and you can see that it has not been tam- 
pered with in any shape or manner. I had never seen Mr. 
Wilkinson before in my life, and I have never seen him 
since that day, and the Commission has never had any con- 
nection with him whatsoever, so that any alteration of the 
testimony on his part would have been absolutely motive- 
less. But the delightful part of is that this same witness, 
Mitchell, also testifies under oath that in his examination 
before me he falsified the truth, because he didn't think I 
had any right to ask him questions. Be it remembered 
that he then told untruths to his own disadvantage, as he 
claims. In other words, Mitchell tries to explain away his 
original statements, first, by saying that the answers weren't 
his, and next, by saying that he did not tell the truth when 
he made them. I am quite unable to say how the Post- 
master-General could have permitted this man to remain a 
day in office after he had made such statements, entirely 
independent of the fact that he was undoubtedly guilty of 
violating the law, as he confessed in his original testimony. 

Postmaster Johnson may be disposed of very summarily. 
In his letter to the Postmaster-General he gives a very fair 
gauge of his mental capacity by his statement that I ought 
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to have accorded the accused a trial by jury — ^for this is 
what his statement means, if it means anything, which I 
very much doubt. The mind that can seriously entertain 
and advance such a proposition is, to say the least, a curious 
one, Mr. Johnson's statement makes it evident that I was 
too lenient with him in my original recommendations. In 
behalf of his office he and his allies, the inspectors, in sub- 
stance advanced the proposition, which the Postmaster- 
General himself sanctioned by his action, that two defenses 
could be made : one that he had taken care specifically to 
warn all his subordinates about violating the law, and had 
thus called their attention to it, and two, that his subordi- 
nates knew nothing about the law and never had their at- 
tention called to it, and so were ignorant that they were 
violating it. It is perfectly evident, as I said in my report, 
that Mr. Johnson, though he nominally forbade his office 
being used to influence the primary election, took no steps 
whatever to see that his order was carried out, and that if 
he read any daily paper in Baltimore he must have known 
that as a matter of fact his order produced no effect what- 
soever. Such being the case, all that could be urged on 
his behalf was that it was his first offense, that he was sorry 
for it, and would take steps to see that it did not occur 
again. When, however, he denies that it was an offense at 
all, and upholds all of the men of whose wrongdoing he 
has become officially cognizant, although this wrongdoing 
was proved beyond a shadow of doubt, he makes it evident 
that he must have sinned with his eyes open and would sin 
again if he got the chance. Such being the case, if I should 
now rewrite my report I would certainly recommend his 
dismissal. 

Mr. Johnson states that we told Pearson that as far as we 
knew there was nothing against him, and afterwards recom- 
mended his removal, omitting to mention the intervening 
fact that Mr. Pearson was caught in a flagrant falsehood, as 
was Mr. Webber. Both of these men lied, as their testi- 
mony shows, and were evidently trying to conceal the facts. 
Their cases were similar to that of Ray. The witnesses 
Perine and Glass were never examined by us, for the good 
reason that they never would come before us when we sent 
to summon them— whether through their own fault or 
through the fault of the postoffice officials who should have 
given the messages — ^and we did not feel like letting them 
off when all their companions in the same deeds who did 
actually appear before us were recommended for dismissal 

I have already said that one of the astonishing features of 
this case is that in large part the Postmaster-General's state- 
ments are refuted and mine corroborated by the very testi- 
mony taken by his own inspectors, upon which he rests his 
case. It seems to me that the Postmaster-General himself 
cannot have read this testimony, and that the inspectors 
made their report without the least reference to it. I sub- 
mit herewith extracts from it. I recommended the removal 
of 25 men ; 3 of these men, Pearson, Webber and Ray, had 
told untruths in my original investigation. Disregarding 
these, we have 22 left. No less than 17 should be removed 
simply on the testimony submitted by the Postmaster- 
General himself. In the first place Messrs. Biddleman, 
Fensley, Smith, Pfeltz, and Bond admit perfectly frankly, 
and in so many words, that they had violated the law, their 
testimony being, if anything, rather stronger than their testi- 
mony as taken before me, excepting that they advance the 
futile theory that they contributed as Republicans and not 
as officeholders. They state explicitly that they met in the 
house of Smith, the letter-carrier, at a meeting composed 
purely of officeholders, and that they then paid, and Smith 
received, various sums of money to be used for political 
purposes, to influence the result of the primary. 

Messrs. Theiss and Gibson, who were also present at this 
meeting and agreed to pay, state that they did not actually 
give their money to an officeholder; but this does not 
relieve them at all, the only difference being that whereas 
the first five were guilty under section 14 of the act, these 
are guilty under section 11, as by taking part in that meet- 
ing they were undoubtedly guilty, directiy or indirectly, of 
soliciting or being concern^ in soliciting the contributions 
for political purposes given by their companions. Wilson 



likewise testifies quite as explicitly as before me that he 
gave $5 to the letter-carrier Henry Martin, to be used for 
the expenses of the election. Gladfelter also testifies explic- 
itly that he gave $5 to his fellow-employee, John Bell, as 
his contribution toward the expenses of the election, advanc- 
ing merely the excuse that he did not consider such a 
primary election as being political in its character, inasmuch 
as it was only to elect delegates to a Republican convention, 
and as he merely contributed as a Republican. Mr. Bell is 
thus convicted on Mr. Gladfelter's testimony, and he 
acknowledges receiving the money fi-om Gladfelter, advanc- 
ing the evidently false excuse that he thought it was only 
for club dues. In his original testimony before me be made 
no such excuse. 

More than that, Mr. Bell is explicitly convicted by the 
testimony of Mr. Sewall Plummer, which I herewith append 
also, and which was contained in the testimony taken by 
Mr. Wanamaker's inspectors, although he makes no allu- 
sion to it in the abstract he has supplied this committee. 
Plummer explicitly testifies that Bell called on him in the 
custom-house and requested a subscription from him to pay 
some of the expenses of the primary election. Mr. Bell's 
guilt is therefore perfectly clear, and he is deprived of the 
excuse of ignorance by the Postmaster's statement, in 
appendix A of his letter, where it is stated that Mr. Bell 
had been warned not to take part in collecting assessments 
or violate the law. The witness Tweddle testifies that he 
himself subscribed some money for use in the primary elec- 
tions, advancing of course the usual excuse tnat he didn't 
understand that a primary was a political meeting, and that 
he contributed as a Republican and not as an officeholder. 
Mr. Tweddle in his original testimony before me said that 
he had handed this money to the officeholder Sultzer, and 
Sultzer testified to the same effect. They now testify that 
Tweddle handed it to an outsider who was sitting at the 
same table with Mr. Sultzer, and that after some moments' 
conversation this outsider, in the presence of Tweddle, 
handed it over to Sultzer. Evidently Tweddle and Sultzer 
believe that this clears them of violating the law, but of 
course it has no such effect. The provision of the statute 
explicitly forbids one officeholder to give money to another 
*' directly or indirectly," and to hand the money to a non- 
officeholder sitting at the same table with the officeholder, 
to whom he immediately turns it over, is too palpable an 
evasion of the law to merit serious attention. 

Tweddle also testified tliat Perine, Hammell, Birmingham, 
and Richardson gave him $5 or $10 apiece, which he took 
up and contributed, through the outsider, to Mr. Sultzer in 
this way. He says he merely atcted as a messenger in the 
matter ; but of course this again would not relieve his case 
in the least, even admitting his statement to be true, which 
I do not believe. He also testifies that he saw Holtz put 
down his money on the table around which Sultzer, Holtz, 
and Tweddle were seated with the outsider, this money 
being part of that which was at that time turned over to Mr. 
Sultzer. Holtz says he contributed $ia On Mr. Tweddle's 
statement, therefore, all these men are guilty ; and indeed 
Hammell, Perine, Richardson, and Birmingham merely 
offer as an explanation that they were contributing vaguely 
for the club, or for dues, or for a banquet. There is no 
attempt to explain why this money should have happened 
to be contributed for dues just as the primary was aoout to 
take place; and as a matter of fact it appears from Twed- 
dle's and Sultzer's own testimony that it was not used for 
any such purpose, but that it was turned right over to Sultzer 
for use in the primary elections. It is, of course, quite 
impossible that each of these men would have happened by 
mere chance to give Mr. Tweddle sums of money for pur- 
poses which they did not know at the very time that the 
elections were about to take place. 

Perine says he gave his $5 for a banquet. Foutz says he 
gave $3 for a banquet. There is no attempt to explain why 
a banquet, which usually costs so much a plate, should have 
been arranged this time on the principle of allowing any 
one to contribute anything he liked toward it whether he 
attended it or not. Foutz, in his testimony before me, only 
said that he was to contribute a few dollars to the banquet 
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All the men I have named so far, with the exception of 
Foutz, can therefore be convicted simply on the testimony 
submitted by the postoffice inspectors themselves. 

We now come to the cases of Mitchell, Read, Martin, 
and Glass. These are the men who advanced the pool-table 
excuse. It will be remembered that Martin advanced this 
excuse to me originally, but not until he had been clearly 
convicted on the testimony of Wilson and Mitchell. Glass 
we could not get to attend before us, and he must stand or 
fall with the rest. Martin reiterates his original testimony. 
Mitchell and Read both, however, announce that they told 
untruths before me, Mitchell using practically these very 
words, Read simply contradicting his own former testimony. 
They now state that the money they subscribed or agreed 
to subscribe, which before me they testified was to be used 
for political purposes, was really to be used for the purchase 
of a pool-table. 

In the first place, it is not worth while to discuss whether 
the statements of these men made in their own interest now 
shall be taken against their statements made against their 
interest at the time, they having nothing to offer now as a 
reason for the change except that they uttered falsehoods 
because they didn't think they ought to be asked such ques- 
tions. In the next place, the witness Wilson, who was 
implicated with them in the same transaction, distinctly reit- 
erates his previous testimony, contradicting them flatly. 
These men also are therefore certainly guilty. 

It thus appears that all these 25 employes are unques- 
tionably guilty, precisely as I stated in my original report, 
and that Postmaster Johnson himself is likewise guilty, and 
is undeserving even of the leniency with which at the time that 
I made my report I thought it possible he might deserve to 
be treated. If the honorable Postmaster-General takes issues 
with any of the statements that I have made to-day I shall 
be delighted to meet him before this committee and make 
good every statement I have advanced, and I shall be par- 
ticularly interested to find out what explanation he can 
advance as to why the 17 men I have named above should 
not be considered guilty, even on the testimony taken by his 
own postoffice inspectors. 

In conclusion, I wish to call your attention to the evidence 
of the assistant postmaster, Mr. Kurtz, wherein he expressly 
declares that the primary we speak of was merely a contest 
between the " ins " (under Johnson and Airey) and the "outs," 
the parties who had gotten office, and the parties who had 
wished it and failed to get it. This amply corroborates my 
statement of what the struggle in the primaries was, and 
explains clearly why the postoffice was used to influence 

them Having failpd to make any effective defense 

at all, and the charges being perfectly clear and specific, and 
their guilt proved beyond shadow of doubt, it is clearly the 
right thing to do to remove them, and also to remove 
the postmaster at Baltimore and the two inspectors who 
reported upon the case. 



OFFICEHOLDERS AT THE CONVENTION, 

The Warmouth contesting delegation, which is made up almost 
entirely of Federal officeholders, is for Harrison. — New York World. 

More officeholders arrived to-day and at once put on the Harrison 
badges and went to work. The Washington officeholders are largely 
represented, black and white. — Sun^ 

The big and slow-moving Senator Hiscock appears to be placed in 
the vanguard of the delegation rather by courtesy than otherwise. 
He is for Harrison, who has been for him in the distribution of 
patronage. — Sun, 

Ex-Congressman Waddill and Col. Edgar Allan, of Richmond, are 
others of the most prominent Virginia delegates. The two last 
named are Harrison men. Colonel Allan being an officeholder at 
Washington. — Sun, 

Among the Mississippi Republicans there is a peculiar row. They 
are divided into two hostile factions, the one led by John R. Lynch 
and the other by Postmaster Hill of Vicksburg. — Sun^s special. 

There is no more interesting delegation than that from South Car- 
olina. . . The Harrison majority insist that the President will receive 
fifteen of the eighteen votes, and that twelve at least will stick to 
the last. . . Ten of the twelve are Federal officeholders. — New York 
World. 



STRONG WORDS. 

The editor of the Journal of Civilitation says the Republican party 
"is stumbling toward Minneapolis through a wilderness of broken 
promises." It is not so. The Republicans have, in the Harrison 
administration, kept their promises in a remarkable degree. They 
rather overstrained the consideration due the British fad of alleged 
civil service reform, which the editor of the Harper* s Weekly is wast- 
ing himself upon ; but more deference was shown to that shape of 
fanaticism than it deserved, and there will probably be less said about 
it hereafter. Mr. Cleveland's administration was, in respect to the 
pretended civil service reform, a pretentious hypocrisy and brutal 
fraud. The Postal Service was demoralized by the Democratic bums 
thrust into it, and a few cranky postmasters were the representatives 
of a most shabby and silly false pretense. The Republicans go to 
Minneapolis to nominate a statesman on the record of the party and 
the Harrison administration as a platform, and there has been too 
much, rather than too little, civil service reform. — Murat Halstead in 
the Cincinnati CommerciaUGatette. 



CRUMBS OF PATRONAGE. 

One of the factors in the presidential campaign is the Brooklyn 
Bridge. It will be remembered that last June the Tammany trustees 
caught the Brooklyn half of the bridge management napping and, 
crossing over to the annual meeting, bounced the Brooklyn man in 
the president's office and elected one of the New Vork braves in his 
place. The tiger has held fast to this important morsel of Brooklyn 
patronage ever since. But election day has come around again, and 
the King's County Democracy wait to see what reparation the New 
Yorkers are going to make. This tentative situation influences 
much of the local direction of political forces in the delegations 
owing fealty to the Brooklyn machine. Its leaders are known to be 
favorable to Mr. Cleveland and quite willing to pay up a score they 
have standing against Senator Hill. — Baltimore Sun, 

No man has ever more faithfully represented the people of his Dis- 
trict, or his State, than Mr. Talbott, and he never turned any one 
away when it was in his power to serve them. He was successful 
in securing work for a large number of mechanics from Baltimore 
and from the counties in his District in the Navy Yard at Washing- 
ton, and also compositors in the Government Printing Office. Mr. 
Talbott is an earnest tari£E reformer, and will go as far as any Dem- 
ocrat in Congress to reduce the tariff to that point where it will not 
bear so heavy upon the people. He is also earnestly in favor of a 
sound currency and an honest silver dollar, not the 73-cent fraud we 
now have. — Maryland Journal, 



SOUTHERN ELECTRIC CO. 

{HOEN BUILDING,) 

NORTH AND LEXINGTON STREETS. 

Having leased the warehouse adjoining our present loca- 
tion, in order to meet the demands of our increasing busi- 
ness, we are prepared to furnish at short notice everything 
in the line of Electric Supplies for Incandescent or Arc Light- 
ing, for isolated and central plants for Telegraph and Tele- 
phone Lines, and for Electric Railway construction. 

Our long-life Incandescent Lamp is the best on the 
market. 

Estimates for interior wiring for incandescent electric 
lighting, for isolated or central plants, for bells and annun- 
ciators cheerfully furnished. 



charles morton, 
Real Kstate 

IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 

209 St. Taul Sfresi, 

TELEPHONE 1600. BALTIMORE, Md. 

MORTGAGES AND LOANS NEGOTIATED. COLLECTIONS. 
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